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Intercession 


By Ella Elizabeth Pohle 


HERE’S a land of wondrous fruitage ; 
Grapes of Eshcol cluster there; 
Balmy air is filled with song-birds ; 
Flowers are scattered everywhere. 
Golden corn leaps from the earth-clods; 
Ruby win= its cups o’erflow; 
Why, oh, why so few to g: _— 
And the multitudes w? 
“Tell me, stranger, where the land lies? 
In Judea, ’cross the sea?” 
“No, its name is Intercession, 
And it lies round you and me. 
While the angels, hovering o’ er us, 
Knowing that our time is brief, 
Marvel at our foolish blindness, 
Entering not for unbelief.’’ 





Mr. and Mrs, Ralph C. Norton, Fhe Sunday School 
Times’ soul-winning representatives in Europe, sailed 
recently from this country for England. A cablegram 

“now brings good news, reading, “Arrived safely. 
‘Praise God.” 


e 
On The Lord’s Day 


God ‘can do more-for us than we can do for him. 
That sounds commonplace ; but it is the secret of the 
Christian life. It is the difference between grace and 
law. And many a Christian does not clearly recog- 
nize this. He thinks that he must work out the best 
blessings in his Christian life, i of: accepting 
them, without any work of his own, as gifts from the 





open hand of God. The _day laid certain 
— Obligations ‘upon the estament believer. 
re are no such legal obligations laid upon the 
Christian; he is under grace, not law (Rom. 6: 4). 
And so he observes, as a matter of privilege, the 
Lord’s Day, not the Sabbath. It has been said that 
a great statesman who declined to grant a business 
interview on Sunday gave as his reason, “I must 
one day in which to realize what Iam and where 
am .” His motive was but it showed little 
realization of the Christian life and Christian privi- 
leges, The believer whose life is Christ lives every 
day of the seven in a keen, joyous realization of what 
he is—dead to self but alive in Christ—and where he 
is going. He does not need to observe one day in 
seven in order to prevent his forgetting this; but he 
gladly accepts the privileges of rest, and refresh- 
ment, and worship, and Christian seryice, on the first 


’ day of the week, when the Lord rose from the d 


ea 
as one of the many blessings which God is pouring 
into his life without measure and without price. 
revealing study of the difference between the Sals- 
bath and the Lord’s Day is given by Dr. Scofield on 
page 28 in this issue. It will startle some of us; 

ut it brings us face to face with God’s own Word on 
this subject; and that always means blessings—if we 
listen to God. 

at 


When God Says It 


Any word spoken. by God is a rock of certainty. 
Those who have come to accept this fact,‘and rest 
in it; live lives maryelously free from the uncertain- 
ties that afflict others. For it is a joyous thing to 
take God at his word. When preecnes a Christmas 
sermon -last month ‘the Rev. Daniel H. Martin, of 
Cynwyd, Pa., brought out a striking fact that has es- 
caped many. He called attention to what the shep- 
herds in the fields near Bethlehem said to each other 
after the angel had brought them a definite word 


‘from God about the birth that day, in the city of . 


David, of “a Saviour, who is*Christ the Lord.” Then 
it was that “the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
that is come to pass, which the Lord has made known 
unto us.” “They did not say,” said the preacher, ‘Let 
us £ and see tf this thing is come to pass.’ They 
said, ‘Let us go and see this thing that is come to 
pass.’ Before they had seen it they said it was come 
to pass! What a world of difference between the 
two ways of taking God’s Word,’ God declares cer- 
tain hae gr to us; and we say we shall see if it is so! 
Think of it—perhaps God means what he says! But 
when we are ready to declare with glad, unhesitating 
conviction that the thing is so, without any evidence 
of it but the fact that God has said it, we begin to 
know his own peace and power and joy in our lives. 
Let us forever leave out our “ifs” from everything 
that God says. 
aa 


The Greatest Gift 


Man must to God to get a right idea of life. 
He cannot get it from his own reasen nor from the 
world’s philosophy. Life is infinitely more than ex- 
istence; it is existence with a moral quality. “In the 
Bible,” says Dr. Griffith Thomas, “life always means 
union.” hysical life is union of~soul and body. 
Spiritual life is union of soul and God. And eternal 
life is union of soul and body with God forever. The 
reat painter, George Frederick Watts, who was a 
hristian, had a true conception of life as expressed 
in his motto, “The utmost for the highest.” Paul 
put it in this way: “For me to live is Christ.” Life 
is “the greatest thing in the world,” the utmost that 
man can have; and Christ is “the highest.” A life 
lived in this ideal begins in faith and is continued in 
faithfulness. This “utmost” of ours is committed to 
us mioment by moment, We may well conceive of it 
as does a veteran Christian who recently wrote to a 
friend, “I live only one day at a time; and ask God. to 
live it in me.” 


The Midwinter Victory Conference 


is that Victory—the kind that is in Christ—is 
intended to fit into just such circumstances. The 
Victorious Life Conference in Philadelphia that 
opened Friday evening, January 3,. and. continued 
through Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, began with 
zero weather and continued in rain and icy streets. 
The manager of a large coal company in Ohio left 
very pressing business affairs and started for Phila- 
delphia to learn the secret of victory. He arrived 
several hours late, at two o’clock in the morning, 
could find no room and stayed all night in the lobby 
of a hotel. But he was rejoiced that he came, for he 
learned that Christ was ready to be fully sufficient 
for a Christian in the coal business, even this winter. 
A middle-aged -woman, who had suffered much 
from hip disease but had been healed to a large ex- 
tent, attended the Conference and found Christ in a 
new way as her victory. She was leaving the church 
rejoicing in the Lord when she slipped on the ice- 


Re: and ice and victory go together. The fact 
1 


-covered walk and fell on her side. A companion 


went down also, falling across her friend, who in an 
agony of pain felt that she might not ever be able 
to, walk again. Almost. unconsciously she looked to 
Jesus in the instant of her need and trusted him to 
care for it.. Her simple;‘humble testimony was that 
every bit of pain instantly left her; a young man 
raised her up; after a few steps she slipped again, 
and she somehow believed that Satan was not pleased 
with the way she was rejoicing in Christ as her vic- 
tory. She attended all the other sessions of the Con- 
ference, got safely over the i¢e and was there at the 
wonderful Say-so meeting on the closing night, where 
she told this incident as just. one example of His 
faithfulness. 

A young woman rose in the Say-so meeting and. told 
of an experience in driving her automobile over the 
dangerous roads, fearing that any moment the ma- 
chine would skid on the ice. In a flutter of nervous 
anxiety she was trying to believe harder, so that this 


situation might be committed to the Lord, when all 
at once there came to her mind, “Let go, and let God,” 
five of the blessed words she had been hearing at 
the conference. She did just that; she did not let 
go of the steering wheel,—her human hands were still 
there,—but she let go of “trying to believe harder,” 
and it was as though two other hands were placed 
over hers on that steering wheel: Every bit of fear 
and anxiety left and she wag resting in the omnipo- 
tent God to care for that very present difficulty. The 
victorious life is applying this “resting faith” at 
every moment and in every circumstance, 

In these and other startling ways the hundreds of 
Christians who attended the sessions of the mid- 
winter conference learned that the Victorious Life, 
when it is the real thing, flourishes just as gloriously 
in Philadelphia’s coldest January as in Princeton’s 
hottest July. For this was the first midwinter con- 
ference held under the management of the leaders 
and speakers of the Victorious Life Conference held 
the “third full week” of each July at Princeton, New 
Jersey. There were perhaps nearly two thousand 
who attended one or more of the meetings at~the 
e-nference church, with several hundred at practi- 
cally all of the sessions—even on Saturday morn- 
ing and Monday morning when the exceptionally bad 
traveling conditions, not to mention business and 
household duties, were expected by some of the 
leaders to permit just a handful to come to enjoy 
the feast. 

At the close of the Monday afternoon meetings, 
which were particularly for the presentation of the 
message of the victorious life and conference on the 
problems involved, a young Russian Jew who had 
been a Christian for some time was talking over with 
a friend (a chemist who had found “one hundred per- 
cent Christianity”) his sad failure in the matter of 
victory.” He had accepted Christ as his victory just 
two weeks before, but terrible failure had come and 
he did not know the reason. His friend was about 
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to leave to give a message in another meeting and he 
refused to have the young Christian Jew go with him. 
“If you haven’t the victory I don’t want you on the 
latform with me hindering that meeting.” So he 
eft him to talk with the man who led the singing 
at the conference, who had just joined them and 
realized. what the trouble was, Then the defeated 
Christian told his story to his new friend. He had 
been brought up in a prone home, with a godless 
father who had not only treated him and the others 
cruelly, but had taught him to be a horse thief and 
to do other unspeakable things in his business. Since 
he had accepted Christ it was harder than ever to get 
along with his father, though he could stand almost 
anything except the cruelty to his mother, who 
was a godly woman after the Hebrew faith. A week 
after he had accepted the fulness of the Holy Spirit 
in his life one of the awful quarrels at home started, 
and in the midst of it his father threw an iron pot 
at his head. He went toward his father, who lunged 
at him with a stiletto and narrowly escaped stabbing 
his son, who secured the weapon and in fury tried to 
kill his father without realizing what he was doing. 
Where was his victory, he asked in despair. 


How a Young Jew Found the Secret 


“Why, man, victory is a moment by moment mat- 
ter. You can’t get victory to-day for to-morrow’s 
temptation, In each moment of temptation we must 
look to Jesus in the same way we do when we first 
take him as our supernatural victory over sin. When 
that terrible situation in your home came, you, real- 
izing your utter helplessness and the truth that you 
were handed over completely to God, should have 
looked to Him in surrender and faith for Him to 
work the miracle of love and forgiveness teward 
your father, and to meet every other need.” 

In some such words as these his new friend talked 
to the young Jew, and he went away to think it over, 
but not having come through into victory. That night 
at the Say-so meeting the big chemist who had found 
one hundred percent Christianity gave a testimony 
on behalf of the Russian Jew who had talked with 
the man who led the singing. The young Hebrew 
Christian was not in the meeting, but he was radiant 
with victory, and with tears in his voice had told his 
friend to “tell that man it was the ‘moment by mo- 
ment’ that fixed it up for me.” 

Will you pray for that young Hebrew Christian? 
Will you keep praying for this one and that one as 
a few more glimpses of that closing Say-so meeting 
are given? It is good to watch and pray. It is good 
also to read and pray. These C*.ristians who have 
accepted victory may be meeting hard tests while you 
are reading these words. The babes in Christ who 
started at the Conference need your prayers. 

A young college girl testified, who at the close of 
the afternoon meeting for the first time settled the 
matter of her salvation through the shed blood of 
Jesus. She had gone through one conference ex- 
pecting to get the assurance that she was saved, and 
had Rl gone through this Victorious Life Con- 
ference still uncertain as to whether she was born 
again. Satan was tangling her up with her feelings, 
and when she turned from them to Christ she rested 
on the word of God that Jesus had died for her and 
that she was safe for all eternity in Him. Four other 
girls had come with her from the same town, and 
each of these had a testimony to victory in Christ, 
thought they were sure of salvation before. 


For Those Still Defeated 


After scores had testified to victory that Christ 
had wrought out for them and which they did not 
work for and earn, the hour was getting late and the 
leader felt that there might still be some who were 
unsatisfied, and perhaps some who did not know the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour. Dr. Griffith Thomas, whose 
opening up of the Word had laid a solid foundation 
of Bible under all the teaching of the Conference, 
was to give the brief farewell message to help es- 
tablish our souls in victory in the days to come. Be- 
fore he spoke, three verses of “Have thine own way, 
Lord, have thine own way; Fhou art the Potter, I 
am the clay” were sung as a solo, with the cornet 
accompanying. The leader asked any who had not 
received Christ as their Victory, or any who had 
not taken Him as Saviour, to rise during the singing 
as a sign of their complete surrender and their trust 
in the Lord Jesus. One verse was sung and one 
young woman rose. Before the close of the third 
verse a few others had taken their stand. The leader 
then asked that the cornet play again while others 
might stand. Perhaps a dozen rose, though what the 
rising meant in each case very few knew.’ 

One of the interesting out-of-town groups that 
came to the Conference were a Korean missionary, 
his wife, his brother, and sister. The Korea:: mis- 
sionary brought a stimulating message at one of the 
missionary hours, though he and several other mis- 
sionaries came as delegates without the thought of 
having part in the program. The missionary’s 

~ brother ‘was a fine young chap, who came expecting 
to stay for part of the meetings, for he had never 
accepted the Lord Jesus as his Saviour and appar- 
ently had no thought of doing so at the Conference. 
Before the closing days a message came summoning 
the Korean missionary home. But his brother and 
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sister stayed, At the Say-so meeting, when the man 
who led the singing had finished the solo and the 
cornet was playing the verse through again, he slipped 
quietly down a side aisle and asked a young man 
for whom he had been specially praying if he would 
not take his stand for Christ. That may have been 
the only personal word of the sort that was 
spoken at the meetings, though there were scores 
at the different meetings who took their stand of 
surrender and faith, and only a few moments were 
given to these invitations. At first the young man 
said no, but in a moment or two the Korean mission- 
ary’s brother, for it was he, rose and stood with the 
others while the cornet prayer was being sounded out. 

At the close of the missionary hour on Saturday 
afternoon a young man rose and asked permission 
to say a word. Heart-searching messages had been 
given that laid before us the need of India’s women, 
of Korea’s hungry population, of China’s and Africa’s 
millions, and most of all the call to young American 
Christians to answer Christ’s call to the battle. The 
time was overpast for the next 1eeting, but the 
young man was granted permission to say a word. 

e did not say it. He cried it, out of a heart that 
was breaking for the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, to which he himself belonged; he feared that 
they were being neglected in the call for evangeliza- 
tion. He took only two or three moments of time, 


but we had a glimpse of a little that Paul must have 


had in his heart for his kinsmen according to the 
flesh, The young man’s name was Moses. At the 
close of the Say-so meeting, on Monday night, Moses 
accosted the leader of the meeting. But what a 
changed face and voice! There may have been some 
traces of tears, but of a far different kind, and joy 
was just beaming out of his eyes and lighting up his 
face. He wanted to introduce a young Hebrew girl 
who for the first time that night had sto { up when 
the invitation was being sung and played, and ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as Israel’s Messiah, and 
her Saviour. Was he not having a foretaste of that 
joy that Christ and His whole body shall have when 
“all Israel shall be saved”? Keep praying for Israel. 
There is a responsiveness on the part of many Jews 
to-day to the Gospel message that surely is one of 
the signs of His near Coming. 


The Seed-Corn of a Russian Soul Harvest 


At the beginning of the second missionary hour 
of the conference, which was scheduled for eleven 
o’clock Monday morning, the big chemist burst into 
the room calling out, “We have a hundred Russians 
here from Pastor Fetler’s school, and they are all 
full of the Holy Ghost!” All the chairs from dif- 
ferent parts of the church building were com- 
mandeered to help accommodate these visitors from 
what is without question one of the most remarkable 
Bible Schools in the world. It is Pastor Fetler’s 
Russian Bible Institute, 1820 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia. Some months ago there was told in 
these columns the story of Pastor Fetler’s apostolic 
experiences in Russia and his plan to evangelize that 
vast country. During the two years he has been in 
America he-has gathered to himself a hundred young 
Russians, nearly all of them brought to Christ out 
of lives of awful sin, The plan is to have these and 
other young men go to Russia as evangelists. The 
time is short, and in this Institute no student can re- 
main who will not yield everything to God and 
continue in prayer till he has entered into the ful- 
ness of the Holy Spirit. It is needless to say that 
this missionary hour was one of the great meetings 
of the Conference. The living God was there in 
power as messages were brought from China, Korea, 
and from the lepers, by missionaries who are giving 
their lives for these lost sheep. Young people ex- 
pressed their willingness to go to the field, and asked 
prayer that God might open the way. At this meet- 
ing and throughout the confere1.e there was noticed 
the thrill of expectation of His near Coming, though 
there were no addresses upon prophecy. The .mis- 
sionary period closed with a passionate and prophetic 
plea from Pastor Fetler to stand together in the ex- 
pectation that God will work miracles in these last 
days for those who are not turned aside into denial 
of his Word and who expect the Holy Spirit to fill 
and empower believers. 

An invitation to a Christmas dinner was extended 
to the delegates by Pastor Fetler, for that day was 
the Russian Christmas. About fifty of the delegates 
accompanied the students back to their chapel and 
home, ard not one will ever forget that visit. Five 
months ago Pastor Fetler came to Philadelphia to 
begin the work, without a dollar of money, and with 
no appeals to men nearly twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars have been given thus far and two large houses 
provided for the Bible Institute. We heard the stu- 
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dents sing in Russian, enjoyed a bounteous Russian 
meal, not the kind their fellow-countrymen are get- 
ting these days in Petrograd and Moscow; we 
learned that it was a common thing for these stu- 
dents to spend all night in prayer, to turn in their 
last penny for the work, to take their holidays to 
preach to their Russian brothers in other cities. The 
young Russian Hebrew who had the terrible experi- 
ence with his father is one of these hundred stu- 
dents, and it was before them that he gave his ringing 
testimony of how God had brought him into victory. 

Satisfied with Christ was perhaps the keynote of 
the messages of the Conference ; not satisfied with self, 
nor with spiritual attainment or knowledge, but sat- 
isfied with his goodness and his sufficiency. The 
call to the fellowship with Christ’s sufferings was 
sounded again and again. The note of joy was 
prominent, and many learned for the first time that 
joy is a fact, not a feeling, and that it can be inde- 
pendent of circumstances, a joy that no man takes 
away. There was no compromise on the truth that 
the “victorious life” is far different from the aver- 
age Christian experience. “Does the victorious life 
mean that you never get ruffled?” was one of the 
scores of searching questions that were asked during 
the three informal question hours held on different 
days. Yes, it is a life of freedom from irritation, 
not the experience of the lady of whom Dr. Griffith 
Thomas told, who said she never lost her temper ex- 
cept when she got irritated. A needed warning was 
sounded in the closing message not to go out and 
trust to the glorious experience of the Conference. 
To-day’s experience will not do for to-morrow’s need. 
“Is the victorious life selfish or altruistic?” was an- 
other question. “Is Christ selfish?” was the answer. 


Will You Pray for the Next Conference? 


This story was begun with the close of the Confer- 
ence. Let it be closed with the beginning, It began in 
prayer. Back of the many individual miracles of 
grace that happened at the meetings, and there were 
many that are not touched upon here, were hours of 
intercession. Will you have a share in the inter- 
cession for the July conference to be held in Prince- 
ton, and for the next midwinter conference? The 
dates have not been set, but if you are among those 
who were sorry they did not know of this Conference 
in time to plan to come, mark January 3 to 6, 1919, 
as the probable date for the next midwinter confer- 
ence in Philadelphia, if the Lord tarries so long. 

But one more incident must be added. 

Brought by prayer, and unexpectedly accepting the 
invitation to attend, a young Christian Scientist. girl 
came to the Monday afternoon ‘meeting on victory, 
when the subject of the message was faith, or “let- 
ting God.” When an invitation was given for those 
who wished by rising to commit the whole matter 
of victory to God, trusting him to do it all by grace, 
the Christian Scientist girl rose. Her: friends were 
a little startled, and she asked them, “Are you sur- 
prised that-I stood? That is. what-I: have believed 
all the while. You folks have not believed it. That 


‘man is the most wonderful ‘Scientist’ I have ever 


listened to.” She was.accepting it all as good Chris- 
tian Science! At the close of the period of question 
and discussion the speaker asked if there were those 
present who had never accepted Christ as Saviour, 
and did not know salvation through the shed blood 
of Jesus. The young woman rose and walked out. 
She could not stand the mention of the blood. . 

Christian Science is the.devil’s great masterpiece 
of imitation victory. It is the vain attempt to know 
the resurrection life without the crucifixion death. 
It is the robbery of the Twenty-third Psalm with its 
green pastures and still waters, but-blotting out the 
Twenty-second Psalm with its agony of Calvary and 
its resurrection victory. Let the victory message ever 
be made to rest on its foundation of the blood of 
Christ. For each of us, whether a lost “Christian 
Scientist,” or a saved Christian, can enter into resur- 
rection victory only by first being crucified with 
Christ that the body of sin may be done away, that 
so “we might walk in newness of life.” 
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How Is Jesus Prophet, Priest, and King ? 


Will you kindly explain the offices of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King,—how he fills each 
office, and when and where?—A Nova Scotia Bible 
Student. i 


As Prophet, our Lord Jesus Christ reveals; as 
Priest, he redeems; as Kimg, he rules. Indeed, these 
three offices may be said to include his whole work. 

We need, first, to know God and his will; then to 
be saved from sin, or that which is contrary to God’s 
will; and then to be guided, guarded and controlled 
in all things according to God’s will. Thus every- 

This and other. Notes.on Open Letters are continued 
on the second tage following 
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‘If a Publican Had Been Your Neighbor ? | 


Could you have overlooked his despised occupation ? 
Author of “ Studies in the Life of Christ,” “In Vital 


Bible Questions,” and “In the Four Gospels,” etc. 





We do not look forward with especial pleasure to the day when we have to settle with 
the tax-collector, but we do not ostracize the tax-collector. It must have been another 
of the startling things this sensational new Teacher was doing when he picked a pub- 
lican as a member of his staff. We can hardly have any adequate realization of 
the Jewish hatred of this class, Dr. Sell, in writing to the Editor, says, ‘‘ I had noidea 
that the reputation of ‘the Mokhes ’”’—-and Matthew was that sort of a tax callector— 


“‘was so bad until I came to look into it quite carefully.” 


This side-light helps us 


to see just what an uttermost salvation that of Matthew was. 


year of our Lord 28, and a publican had moved into 

the house next to you, how would you have treated 
him? Would you have made friends with him, or 
would you have avoided him? Would you have told 
your acquaintances, when they asked you about your 
new neighbor, that you knew nothing about him and 
that you wanted to know nothing about him? Put 
yourself in the place of a respectable, God-fearing 
Jew of that time and ask yourself how you would 
act toward this despised tax-gatherer. This is the 
only way to answer this question with any sort of 
satisfaction. If, however, you decided not to make 
the acquaintanceship of this publican, and all the 
people around him decided to do the same thing, what 
would be the effect upon him and his family? How 
does it affect one to be ostracized? Does not hatred 
breed fast in the heart of a man who is thrust out, 
and kept out, of the friendship and fellowship of 
his fellows? 


Disreputable to Hold the Office 


This is the story of a publican, by the name of Levi, 
or Matthew, with whom many were compelled to do 
business but with whom no good Jew would asso- 
ciate, His is a typical case. The office he held was 
disreputable. The. title of the office as a term of 
opprobrium was so thoroughly understood that it was 
classed with that of sinner and harlot. The Jews 
had a proverb, “Take not a wife out of a family 
where there is a publican, for they are all publicans.” 
The Gentiles did not have any higher opinion of 
them. “Theocritus, in answer to a question, which 
were the worst kind of wild beasts, said, ‘On the 
mountains bears and lions; in the cities, publicans 
and pettifoggers.’” How did Matthew come to rise 
out of his place to one of universal respect? Who 
neighbored ahd labored with him to this end? What 
were the difficulties in the way? 

Capernaum, in Galilee, where Matthew lived and 
did business, was not only a beautiful city for situ- 
ation but a great commercial mart. It was the chief 
place in its province, which had over two hundred 
cities of over fifteen thousand inhabitants each and 
a total population of about three millions of people. 
By: it ran an important caravan route from Damas- 
cus to the Mediterranean Sea. The lake on which it 
was situated had its shores lined with cities and 

, villages, and upon its waters sailed many hundreds 
of pleasure and business boats, Jesus chose this 
place as his headquarters. Here he had many fol- 
lowers. Whenever it was known that he was in the 
city the crowds, which thronged him, blocked the 
streets. Here he spake many of-his discourses and 
did his miracles) He chose some of his apostles 
from the fishermen of the place. 

There is no reason to believe that Matthew aspired 
to follow Jesus. He knew his position too well to 
put himself forward or to try to attract the atten- 
tion of this wonderful man, the praises of whom, at 
this time, were ringing throughout the length and 
breadth of Palestine. Yet this man of the despised 
calling must have known many who had been led to 
follow Jesus. He was in a place “at the receipt of 
custom,” where all the news of the city, sooner or 
later, was heard. , 


Why Matthew Was Doubly Hated 


Matthew may have been an honest man, conscien- 
tious, in the performance of his duties. With so 
many sources of revenue to draw from, in the stir- 
ring commercial life around him, his legitimate per- 
centages must have been large, He could easily have 
* been in good financial circumstances without “graft- 
ing.” But if so, for honest dealing he got not the 
slightest credit. The Jews classed all publicans as 
grafters and extortioners, because this was true of 
_ the majority of them. The pious Jew could scarcely 

persuade himself that it was right to pay taxes to the 
hated Roman government. It was a_ forced 
acknowledgment of servitude. But for a Jew to 
be in the service of the Roman as a tax-gatherer was 
for him to be utterly despicable. Hence the double 
count against Matthew. 

The pious Jew considered that he had good cause 
not to neighbor with a publican, and to make him feel 
his hatred. His Rabbi told him that it was next to 
impossible for such a man to repent. The taxes were 
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onerous in the extreme. According to the Talmud 
there were two classes of publicans—Gabbai and Mok- 
hes. The Gabbai was the tax-gatherer in general, and 
the Mokhes was the custom house official. If the Mok- 
hes had substitutes he was called. “great”; if he him- 
self stood at the receipt of custom, as Matthew did, he 
was called “small.” The Gabbai, or tax-gatherer, col- 
lected the regular dues, which consisted of ground, 
income, and poll tax. The ground tax amounted to 
one-tenth of all grain and one-fifth of the wine and 
fruit grown; partly paid in kind and partly com- 
muted into money. The income tax amounted to one 
percent; while the head money, or poll tax, was 
levied on all persons bond and free; in the case of 
men, from the age of fourteen; in that of women, 
from the age of twelve, up to that of sixty-five.” If 
the office of Gabbai offered opportunities for rapa- 
cious e::actions, much more that of the Mohkes, as 
he could inflic. much greater hardships upon poor 
people. 

Beyond the regular was a multitude of other tax 
dues, and here was the opportunity of the Mokhes for 
rapacious injustice and the infliction of great burdens 
upon the poor. There were duties upon all imports 
and exports; on all that was bought and sold; road 
money, bridge money, etc. “The classical reader 
knows the ingenuity which could invent a tax and 
find a name for every kind of exaction, such as on 
axles, wheels, pack animals, pedestrians, roads; on 
admission to markets; on carriers, bridges, ships, 
and quays; on crossing rivers, on dams, on licenses, 
in short on such a variety of objects that even the 
research of modern scholars has not been able to 
identify all the names. On goods the ad valorem 
duty amounted to from two and a half to five, and 
on articles of luxury, to even twelve and a half per- 
cent. But even this was nothing compared to the 
vexation of being constantly stopped on the journey, 
having to unload all one’s pack animals, when every 
bale and package was opened, and the contents tum- 
bled about, private letters opened, and the Mokhes 
ruled supreme in his insolence and rapacity.” 

“Tainted money” is not a new phrase, for the 
Jewish Mishng forbade even the changing of money 
from what it considered the “guilt-laden” chest of a 
publican who did not keep to the tax appointed by 
the government, which was oppressive enough in it- 
self, Under the system of farming out the taxes 
all sorts of evasions were practised by those upon 

*whom the taxes were levied, and this was another 
frequent source of bitter irritation and conflict be- 
tween the tax-gatherer and the taxed. The Jewish 
Talmud makes another charge upon the publican, 
that of gross favoritism, remitting the taxes in part 
or wholly to those who were their favorites, and 
exacting more than was due from those who were not. 


Could a Publican Repent at All? 


The difficulties in the way of any publican even 
trying to “go straight” seemed almost insurmount- 
able. However good his character, he had a bad 
name. However well educated, he had the reputa- 
tion of using that education in the way of evil prac- 
tises. Matthew, occupying the place that he did, on 
a great caravan highway and at the lake entrance 
to Capernaum, must have been able to speak and un- 
derstand a number of languages and dialects. He 
must have been good at accounts. But the talents 
were used in a despised occupation. He must have 
known in what esteem or disesteem he was held, but 
perhaps trying to do his work well he did not care 
what other men thought of him. It is quite evident 
that many publicans, grafters from principle, or no 
principle, gloried in their evil ways. Good or bad, 
as they might be, the Jews classed all publicans as 
extortioners. 

Matthew, the publican, shunned by all outwardly 
good Jews and in a despised occupation, with the 
shrewdness born of his occupation, must have no- 
ticed how different the attitude of Jesus was to the 
despised classes from that of other men. This may 
have been brought to his attention in many ways 
and through different circumstances. A man in meet- 
ing another man has no need to tell him that he re- 
gards him with favor or disfavor,—there is a look 
in the eye, there is a motion of the hand, there is an 
attitude of the body; these frequently speak more 
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eloquently than any words. Matthew, as Jesus again 
and again passed by “the receipt of custom” where 
he was sitting, may have felt instinctively that Jesus 
looked upon him with interest, in spite of his‘ de- 
spised calling. 

Again, perhaps Jesus came a step nearer to Mat- 
thew if Matthew heard how the opinion of the 
Pharisees and scribes was gradually turning against 
Jesus himself. It was but a whisper of the begin- 
ning of the storm of bate which was afterwards to 
break upon the devdted head of the Master; but 
Matthew, sitting where he did at the entrance to the 
city and hearing every slightest rumor of gossip, 
may have cael the coming of the cyclone. Per- 
haps he knew what it was to be unjustly accused 
himself. 

Then the third step. The ground had been pre- 
pared. Jesus was now very close to Matthew, and 
Matthew, responding to the call of God’s love, was 
feeling closer to Jesus Here was a confidence that 
was supreme. One man can have very little influ- 
ence with another man if that other man has no con- 
fidence in Rim, no matter how much he may desire 
to help him. Then one day, when Jesus again went 
forth by the seaside, with a great multitude, and saw - 
this publican “sitting at the receipt of eustom,” he 
said very simply, “Follow me. He arose and fol- 
lowed him.” There was not an instant’s hesitation, 
for in his heart Matthew had already begun to fol- 
low the Master, who was neighbor to a man who was 
a publican. 

If a publican had been your neighbor, could you 
have forgotten his despised occupation and loved the 
man—even if he was unlovable? 

Jesus asks us to do just that. And Jesus can work 
that miracle of love even in such hearts as ours. 


Evanston, IL. 


cal 
Stingless Bees for the Little Folks 


SCT“ HE next time we meet I will have a bee for 
each of you.” 

So the teacher of a class of twenty-five Primary 
children told them one Sunday, This “bee” would 
not sting, and would help them to gather sweetness. 
Each would have to furnish a place to keep it where 
it could not get away, and would have to feed it well 
so it would not die. Interest was aroused at once 
and the next Sunday every child was in attendance. 

The teacher had cut from stiff paper enough out- 
lines of bees to go around. On each was printed the 
name of a “bee”—Be Cheerful, Be Kind, Be Loving, 
Be Honest, Be Good, Be Truthful, Be Gentle, etc. 
A little development work with the children brought 
out the ideas that the place to keep the bee safely 
was in the heart; that its food must be cheerful, 
kind, loving, gentle, honorable deeds; that the honey 
it would gather was sweetness of disposition, pleas- 
antness in the home, happiness of heart. 

Each Sunday for several weeks the children vol- 
untarily reported on the habits and health of their 
“bees.” Of course this was dropped before it got to 
be an old story, but even yet, months afterward, 
reference is often made to the bees, and some child 
will say, “I have not let mine starve,” or, “My bee 
never got away.” 

Attendance in this class was strengthened by a 
wall chart made of white cardboard. On this chart 
was entered each child’s name. Spaces were marked 
out where attendance could be checked, and each 
Sunday a child was present his check was filled with 
a silver star. The tenth star was of gold instead of 
silver, and three gold stars entitled the pupil to a 
pretty picture. This proved better than the indi- 
vidual cards previously used for the stars, as the 
latter were often lost or torn. 

Another device used in this class is the “string of 
pearls.” Each “pearl” represents a’memory gem. 
Disks of pearl-gray paper were cut, each about the 
size of a quarter. These were shaded at the edges 
to make them look globular. A circle was drawn on 
a sheet of stiff cardboard of such a size that twelve 
“pearls” would fill it when pasted on with the edges 
nearly touching. Each time a memory gem is learned 
by the class the name of it is written on a “pearl” and 
the disk put in place. The aim is to place one each 
month. This memory work includes the Twenty- 
third Psalm, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Command- 
ments, the Beatitudes, etc. The work is done en- 
tirely by rote, and it is surprising how much can be 
accomplished, even with very young children. 

A small microscope is used with splendid results 
in this class, Flowers, leaves, small rocks, and other 
easily gathered natural specimens are examined. 
This makes excellent “fill in” work when pupils get 
restless, and always the thought of the wonders God 
has made is emphasized. The children are grad- 
ually coming to feel a real and deep reverence for 
the natural world as his handiwork, thus weaving the 
ideal of God the Creator through their whole daily 
experience. If to bring God close and make him 
seem a real and tangible force is the aim of the 
teacher,—as it should be,—anything that deepens the 
impression of his immanence is a valuable aid.— 
Katharine Atherton Grimes, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Continued from page 26 





thing connected with Christ’s teaching may be in- 
cluded in his office of Prophet; everything connected 
with his redeeming work may be associated with his 
Priesthood; while everything connected with his 
control of the Christian life forms part of his King- 
ship. 

It is often suggested that during Christ’s earthly 
ministry, when his preaching was the main point, he 
was exercising his office as Prophet. His death on 
the Cross was part of his work as Priest (and also, 
of course, as Victim). And his Resurrection, Ascen- 
sion and present life in heaven are included in his 
work as King. ’ 

But it is impossible to keep rigidly or exclusively 
to these distinctions to-day, nor indeeg was it ever 
strictly accurate to do so. There is a sense in which 
Christ still teaches, and is therefore Prophet; he 
still applies his redemptive work, and is therefore 
Priest. In Hebrews Christ’s Priesthood is clearly 
associated with and limited to his present life in 
heaven. But it must be added that quite strictly 
Christ is not yet King, though it is convenient and 
perhaps harmless to speak thus of him. In Hebrews 
we are shown more than once that he has not yet 
entered upon his kingly duties as such, but is seated 
on the right hand «J his Father’s throne and is, 
therefore, not on his own throne (Heb. 1:3; 8:1). 

In this connection it is particularly interesting to 
notice the remarkable proportions of the New Testa- 
ment usage of Kingship connected with our Lord. 
In the Gospels and Acts he is described as King, but 
only and always as “King of the Jews.” In the 
Epistles he is never spoken of as King over Chris- 
tians in the present dispensation, but only as their 
“Lord.” In Revelation he is once again depicted as 
King, and this time as “King of kings.” Thus we 
may say that when Christ came, offering himself as 
King of the Jews, he was rejected, and his King- 
ship is therefore in abeyance until he comes again 
to reign and rule over the Jews and the world. 
Meanwhile, in between, he is the Head of his Church 
(Eph. 1:22) and “Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


Pat 
Prayer and Coincidence 


I would like to ask for more definite information on 
what I think is a vital point in the Sunday-school les- 
sen of November 18, ‘‘Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered” 
(Neh. 2: 1-11). The point is this: How can we know 
whether an event is a definite answer to prayer or 
merely a coincidence? You made that one of the ques- 
tions, in your Lesson Pilot, for study and discussion. 
Professor Griffith Thomas also brings this out promi- 
nently in his article in the lesson of that date—A Kan- 
sas Business Man. 


“Prayer changes things.” How do we know that? 
Because God says so. “If ye ask, I will do,” says our 
Lord Jesus Christ (John 14: 14); and this pledge of 
God is repeated many, many times in the Old Testa- 
ment and the New. Now if God’s word promising to 
answer prayer means anything, it means also that if 
we do not ask, he will not do, Otherwise God is play- 
ing with us, mocking us, when he says what he does 
about prayer; and God does not treat men that way. 
Our Lord goes even farther in the wonderful prom- 
ise, “whatsoever ye ask in. my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 
14:13). And again, “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). Such prom- 
ises as these sweep out of the life of the abiding, 
praying Christian results that are mere coincidences,— 
after prayer has been offered. Are we not justified 
in saying boldly, in view of the Word of God, that 
even though, in some cases, certain things for which 
the abiding Christian has prayed might have come to 
pass as coincidences without prayer, nevertheless 
after prayer those same coincidences are wrought by 
God, have the hand of God in them, as would not 
have been the case if the prayer had not been offered? 
In other words, may not the same circumstances, the 
same results, have a supernatural blessing for the 
abiding, praying Christian when wrought in answer 
to prayer that they would not have had without 
prayer? And on the other hand, countless results 
occur, according to God’s Word in answer to prayer, 
that never would have occurred without prayer. 

The fact remains that, inasmuch as the future is 
always, in its. details, veiled from us while known 
to God, coincidences do play their part in the life of 
the Christian, even of the praying Christian, And it 
may not be possible to speak dogmatically, in every 
case, in answer to the question whether a result 
prayed for might not have come to pass merely as a 
“coincidence.” We do not have to answer the ques- 
tion. The fact is this: God can bless coincidences to 
the life of the praying Christian as he cannot bless 
them to the life of one who does not pray. And God 
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brings unnumbered results into the life of the pray- 
ing Christian that would never have come to pass if 
not prayed for. We dare not fail to pray, if we be- 
lieve God, unless we are willing to live poverty- 
stricken lives. 

And let us not forget, also, that the subtlest and 
most inevitable temptation of Satan, after we have 
received an answer to prayer, is the sneering, lyi 
question, “Wasn’t it a coincidence? Wouldn’t it have 
happened any way?” Let us turn on Satan every 
time with this instant response: I asked God for 
this, and He gave it to me. Praise His name! 


a 
How Shall We Write “Negro”? 


In the words of explanation at the head of the in- 
tensely interesting article, “How to Have Male Quartet 
Music,” in The Sunday School Times of September 29, I 
noted, “Welsh people, negroes, and Filipinos.” 

I have frequently noted in your great paper this 
discrimination in spelling names of races. Though I 
never heard a Negro make any reference to it, I have 
often thought it must be painful to many intelligent 
Negroes to note in our literature the common custom 
of spelling which seems to exclude them from the hu- 
man race. 

I think the name of every race except one, and almost 
every section of a race, is spelled with an initial capital 
letter, such as Indian, Iroquois, Eskimo, Innuit, Hot- 
tentot, Bantu, Negrito, Algonkin, and even Yankee. 
But the usual name for the black people is spelled, even 
in a long list with these others, as though the black 
people were not really any part of the human race ex- 
cept by sufferance or accommodation. I wonder if this 
custom has come down from the long-time usage of 
holding the black people as chattels or cattle, and the 
continued unwillingness to accord them an unques- 
tioned standing among human beings. Of all the oddi- 
ties and inconsistencies of our language, this seems to 
me the most uncalled for and really unkind (not to say 
heathenish and cruel). 

I note that Edward A. Steiner (and doubtless other 
writers, of books) spells Negro with a capital letter. I 
noted also, on the death of Dr. Booker T. Washington, 
that one or two high-class periodicals spelled the word 
the same way. I wonder why every Christian periodi- 
cal, like The Sunday School Times, does not break the 
barbarous custom of making the unfair discrimination. 
The beauty and bravery and originality usually found in 
your paper make this unfairness stand out more promi- 
nently than in some other papers. It seems as though 
writers considered that racial name unworthy the high 
place often accorded to the enterprising spirits of its 
people. I am convinced it is not so intended. But why 
is the discrimination tolerated by such excellent Chris- 
tian people as the Editor of The Sunday School Times 
and the contributors thereto? — 

It seems to me that a change of custom here on the 
Part of Christian writers and periodicals would very 
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much help to lift with a letter a race to its proper 
place among human beings and do them the justice 
already too long withheld.—A Massachusetts Pastor. 


Let us “lift with a letter” the Negro race! Perhaps 
common custom of writing the word without a 
capital finds its reason in the fact that “negro” sim- 
ply means “black,” coming from the Latin niger, or 
‘black.” While the word Negro has been applied 
especially to those of African blood, “and _ particu- 
larly one belonging to the stock of Senegambia, 
Upper Guinea, and the Sudan” it is authoritatively 
applied also “in a wider sense to the woolly-haired 
type of mankind.” And therefore it has perhaps been 
used without a capital letter as one would speak of 
the yellow race, or the white race; so the black or 
negro race. 
ut there are undoubtedly instances of other similar 
names, always capitalized, which have a derivation 
no more entitling them to a capital letter than the 
derivation from the word “black.” And it seems 
wholly reasonable and courteous and fair to recog- 
nize the splendid people now commonly called 
“negroes” as entitled to the same ‘dignity and con- 
sideration shown in the capitalizing of any other 
“proper name” of a people. 

In order to give readers of The Sunday School 
Times an authoritative word on this interesting point, . 
the question has been referred to Professor Jerome 
Dowd, Director of the School of Commerce and In- 
dustry in the University of Oklahoma, an ethnologist 
of high standing, and a leading authority on the 
Negro; he is author of a monumental work in sev- 
eral volumes, “Negro Races,” the third volume of 
.Which is about ready for the publishers. Professor 
Dowd writes to the Times: 


The word Negro should be always written with a 
capital letter, not because so doing pleases or displeases 
the people called Negroes, but because it is a word 
now universally used to define a racial group. As origi- 
nally used it meant in the Latin and Spanish languages 
“black” as distinguished from white. Since it has be- 
come a racial term it is incorrect to spell it without the 
capital. 

I so spell the word in my books on the Negro Races, 
and so do all the modern ethnologists, and scholars 
generally. The newspapers and magazines from habit 
print the word without the capital. 


The Sunday School Times is grateful to the Massa- 
chusetts pastor for having, called attention to this 
unintentional slight to a people, and error in good 
writing, evidently prevalent in the public press as in 
these columns. The Times will gladly follow the 
custom, hereafter, of.capitalizing the word .‘“‘Negro” 
wherever it occurs, And it heartily recommends this 
custom to all other periodicals, religious and secular. 

* 
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How Do the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day 
Differ ? By C. I. Scofield, D.D 


Editor of the Scofield Reference Bible; author 
* of “ Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth,” etc. 





Most Christian people talk about ‘‘ keeping the Sabbath ”’ as though it were a Christian 


duty. Is it? What is the Sabbath ? 


What relation has it to the Lord’s Day, the 
Sunday of our present week-day reckoning ? 


This searching study of the Word of 


God by Dr. Scofield will surprise, challenge, and bless many a child of God. 


doctrine and habits of Jesus was intolerable 

to the Pharisaic party, then all powerful in 
Judaism, it was his attitude toward the Sabbath which 
made his presence and teaching insufferable. For 
this he was hunted to his death. That the Sabbath was 
a boon, not a burden; that it was made for man, not 
man for the Sabbath—this could not be borne. 

All divine institutions designed for the blessing 
and help of man become perverted in ~an’s use of 
them. The Sabbath is a notable illustration. 

Historically, three Sabbaths are described: in the 
Scriptures: 


I. THe SABBATH OF Gop. 


“And God saw everything that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good . and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had made. 
And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it; 
because that in it he rested from all his work” (Gen. 
1:31; 2:2, 3). The word Sabbath itself, as all know, 
means simply “cessation”—rest. 

The fourth chapter of Hebrews interprets the 
Sabbath of God. “For we who have believed do 
enter into that rest . .. for he hath said somewhere 
of the seventh day on this wise, And God rested 
on the seventh day from all his works” (Heb. 4: 3, 4). 
At the end of the creation God rested in a work 
which was perfect, and “finished” (Heb. 4:3). The 
sin of man broke that rest, and at last God wrought 
through the cross of Christ another work, perfect 
and “finished.” Nothing needed to be added, noth- 
ing could be added, to creation work; nothing needs 


Weeasi everything, or nearly everything, in the 


to be added, can be added, to redemption work. God 
rests in it. Of that rest the first, or creation, rest 
was but a lovely type. And when the sinner is will- 
ing also to “cease from his own works” in perfect 
satisfaction with that which so perfectly satisfies 
God, he enters into God’s own rest about it all. So 
much for the first use of “Sabbath.” 


II. Tue SApBatH GIVEN To IsRAEL. 


From creation to the Exodus, that is for 2,500 
years, the Sabbath is not once mentioned. The rea- 
son is obvious: where sin existed there could be no 
rest till redemption had come in,.and this had been 
accomplished (typically) in the Passover (Exod. 12: 
12, 13), and in the outbringing of Israel. To that 
people (Exod. 16: 23-30) the Sabbath rest was re- 
vealed, and most beautifully in connection with God’s 
perfect care for his people in the gift of manna. At 
Sinai the Sabbath was incorporated in the Mosaic 
system of laws for the commonwealth of Israel 
(Exod. 20: 8-11), and invested with the character of 
a “sign” between Jehovah and Israel—a perpetual 
reminder to Israel of their separation unto him 
(Exod. 31:13-17). The Sabbath was observed by 
complete rest (Exod. 35: 2, 3g comp. Num. 15: 32-36). 

Apart from its connection with the annual feasts 
the Sabbath was not made a day of religious service 
or obligation. It was simply and only a day of sweet 
rest for man and beast,—a humane provision for 
man’s needs,—“the sabbath was made for man” 
(Mark 2: 27). 

The picture is not of temple and sacrifice, but of 
green fields where weary beasts graze or lie down; 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 3 (Mark 2 : 13 to 3:6) 


of weary servants at rest; of happy groups of friends 
gomg through the corn. One day in every seven 
when burdens were laid down and the hard stress of 
life relaxed. And so important some such pause and 
breathing spell is to human welfare that the Word of 

od is the record of his tremendous emphasis upon 
“my Sabbaths.” 


III. THe PuHarIsees’ PERVERSION OF THE SABBATH. 


At the time of the manifestation of Jesus Christ 
there was an institution among the Jews falsely called 
the Sabbath. God’s sweet rest day had been absorbed 
into thé hard system which grew up among the Jews 
during the Babylonian captivity. Cut off from the 


temple, the synagogue came into being—a ae 


wholly unknown to the divine legislation for Israe 
It began innocently and naturally as groups of exiled 
Jews would meet for prayer and the reading of the 
law, Then came into existence that mass of tradi- 
tion, comment, and rabbinical interpretation gathered 
sabsequently into the Talmud. 

Our Lord. found the observance of the day in- 
crusted with evasions, restrictions, and religious cere- 
monial wholly unknown to the law; and it was his 
vindication of the real and lovely purpose of the 
Sabbath which aroused the fury of the hard legalists 
of the time. F 

Most unfortunately the Puritan system restored, 
with many differences of detail, the Sabbath of the 
stern legalists rather than the beautiful rest day of 
Jehovah. The act of our Lord and his company of 
joyous disciples, recorded. in our lesson (Mark 2: 
23-28), would have affected a Puritan deacon, on his 


stern way :to a cold meeting-house to hear two* 


prodigious sermons, very much as the Pharisees were 
affected. 

Jesus Christ “was a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God” (Rom. 15:8); he came but to 
the “lost sheep of the house .of Israel” (Matt. 10: 
5, 6); and. as Israel’s.. minister and prophet he 
cleared the law from that mass of ‘traditional inter- 
pretation which had, in effect, taken the place of the 
Word of God. 

With splendid courage Jesus attacked the Pharisaic 
Spirit. at the point of its hard perversion of the Sab- 
bath. They could have borne, with irritation indeed, 
but perhaps without open: breach; his low company, 
eating with unwashen hands, and the like; but his 
brave recovery of his’ Father’s sweet rest-day from 
hard formatisnr aiid feligiosity was not to be allowed. 


IV. Tue .Curastian Lorn’s Day, 

* The ‘Lord’s day takes, or should take, its whole 
meaning’ and use, first; from the example of the 
‘iLord Jesus ‘on' the day of ‘his resurrection—the first 

Lord’s day; and, second, from the usage of the 
Apostolic Church, 

- What a day that first Lord’s day was! Rising 
from-death and the grave;:our Lord met the women 
‘with his great word, “O joy!” How regrettable that 
‘it should haye been veiled under that ineptitude, “All 
hail.” “QO joy!” death is defeated, sins are left in 
my grave, and the world is waiting for my Gospel. 
‘Joy to poor Peter who has been in his Lord’s secret 
presence. And how the day was: filled with service! 
“Go tell my brethren.” Just as the work had begun 
<with the message, “Come and see,” so now that there 
is a Gospel to preach, the joyous, ringing word is, 
“Go TELL.” 

And then he must walk out to Emmaus with the 
discouraged, perplexed ones till they too caught the 
-burning heart and could not rest till they had “told.” 

And that is the new day. From the resurrection 
on, we have the Sabbath mentioned only in connec- 


) tion with the Jews, and that soon ends. In the 


‘Epistles there is caution against entanglement with 
the Sabbath, perverted. by “the commandments of 
men.” The disciples meet on the first day of the 
week to remember the Lord in the breaking of bread, 
and the first day assemblies were blessed with the 
free ministry of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12), 
in that “better way” of love. And finally the closing 
vision of Scripture is given to a Christian apostle 
who was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” 

How holy in the reverence and diligent service of 
all Christians should that day be! And that is the 
true defense of our holy day. Not by compulsion of 
law, but in the free energy and joy of the Holy 
Spirit may its precious hours have their true sacred- 
ness, 

It seems peculiarly regrettable that there should 
have come into modern usage the expression “the 
Christian Sabbath,” for it tends to perpetuate a con- 
fusing together of two things which, in most respects, 
differ, The Lord’s day and the Sabbath both have the 
obedience to the principle of one-seventh of the time 
for man’s need; but in other respects there is con- 
trast as striking as the resemblance. One is the 
seventh day, the other the first; the seventh day 
commemorates God’s rest in creation, the first day 
Christ’s resurrection. On the seventh day God rested, 
on the first day Christ was ceaselessly active, and 
inspired a like activity in his disciples. “Go tell” 
was his great word. The Sabbath rests upon law, 
the Lord’s day upon voluntary devotion and the spirit 
of service. 

Douctaston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
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You? Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 











ee eer ee i anf wigntly 
studiously make his own markings. Use th 

Your Bible t-weihp ia wehes ebal td thded "erties give, or duicer- 
eries of your own, Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. 1 : 3). 


The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 





At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 





Exodus 


This is the Book of Departure,—the portico of the 
Pilgrimage leading to the King’s banquet hall. We 
may so label it. 


For Marginal Notes.—Each one will exercise his own 
discretion here; but as suggesting the process 
underneath the topical heading write, “Key 
word—Passover; key text, 12:11, “Ye shall eat 
it in haste: it is the Lord’s passover.” 


At the top margin write “Come out for God! ‘Out 
of Egypt have I called my son.’ Come out, and keep 
on coming out. This is the lesson of Exodus. Mes- 
sianic type, Jesus, the Passover Lamb.” 

On the lower margin- write “Book analysis, Two 
Parts.” 


1. Preparation for the Exodus. 
Preparation of Moses.—Chapters 2 to 4, 
Preparation of Pharaoh.—Chapters 5 to 11. 
Preparation of Israel_—Chapters 12 and 13. 


2. The Exodus. 


Egypt to Sinai—Chapters 14 to 18. 
At Sinai—Chapters 19 to 40. 


Chapter Headings——Take the side-margins for hints 
and helps, using fine, sharp pen. 


1. Bondage Chapter (introductory). For example 
of side comments. 
Verse 1. “These are the names”—now for the 
deeds. 
Verse 8. “A new king over Egypt.” 
Verse 9. One God over all!—Just a brief note on 
e the margin. 


2. Bulrush Chapter. (Make your headings luminously 
picturesque. ) 

Verse 2. “Hid him three months.” Long enough 
for a Moses. 

Verse 9. “Take this child away, and nurse it for 
me.” God's voice to the parent. 

Verse 24. God’s process with prayer: “Heard,” 
“Remembered,” “Looked,” “Had respect,” 7%. e., 
Answered. 

Note in the margin, and underscore in the text. 


3. Burning-Bush Chapter. 

Verses 1-4. Man’s right attitude toward God: Kept 
the flock. Heard the voice. Obeyed the call. 

Verse 11. “Who am I?” 

Verse 12, “Certainly I.” Two Il’s,—man’s and 
God’s. “Not I, but Christ!” 

Verse 18. Three days’ journey,—God’s test to prove 
Pharaoh. 

Verse 22. Borrowed jewels; rather claimed. God’s 
test of Egypt. 


4. Moses’ Rod Chapter. 

Verse 5. Miracles as credentials. “That they may 
believe that the Lord God hath appeared unto 
thee.” 

Verse 24. “The Lord met him, and sought to kill 
him.” And he did kill him, and a new man came 
forth, equal to the task. 

“Who hath not known the passion, cross, and 
travail of death cannot treat of this theme with- 
out injury to man or enmity to God.”—Luther. 


5. Pharaoh’s Hardness Chapter. 
Verse 2. “Neither will I let Israel go.” 


6. God’s Goodness Chapter. 


Verse 6. “I will bring you out.” 
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7, 8, 9, 10, 11. The Plagues, the judgment side of 
od’s mercies. 
Beware the wrath of the Lamb! 
These are but a few specimen notes. Enlarge at 
pleasure. 


12, 13. Israel made Ready, by the Passover and the 
assage. 

The Passover sealed them. The Passage of the 
Red Sea steeled them. They went out under the 
blood, marke, majesttc men. They passed out 
through the flood, destined, directed, and de- 
termined men. God led them not by the easy 
way of Philistia, but by the flood and fire of 
Pihahiroth. He led them out and then shut the 
door behind them. 


Chapters 13:17, 18. So dealeth he with his elect. 
Thank God! Saved and kept! 


Now comes the Exodus proper. Chapters 14 to 18, 
Egypt to Sinai. Chapters 19 to 40, The sober pause 
at Sinai. Chapter 13 is Exodus Chapter. It is un- 
derscored in the Book. It should be kept accentu- 
ated in the life. “When I came forth out of Egypt” 
(v. 8). A red-letter date! When did you come out? 
Fix the day; celebrate it. Chapter 14 is Overthrow 
Chapter. “The Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the 
midst of the sea” (v. 27). Did you behold it as you 
came out? Look back, and see. Then for you also 
is Moses’ Song Chapter (chap. 15). “The Lord is my 
strength and song, and he is become my salvation” 
(v. 2). Then for you also is Elim, with the “twelve 
springs of water and threescore and ten palm trees” 
(v. 27). Only those see the pillar of fire and cloud 
who ‘have turned their backs on Egypt and have seen 
its angry hosts drowned in the wave. 

Then naturally comes Manna Chapter (chap. 16) 
and the “angels’ food” by the way. But you must be 
facing resolutely Canaanward. Egypt's garlic and 
Jordan’s honey do not mix. One or the other, not 
one and the other. Now Rephidim and victory 
(chap, 17) follow hard apace, if only Moses’ hand 
points skyward (v. 12). “And his’ hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun.” Steady! 
men of God, steady! These are critical days. 

Jethro’s Chapter (chap. 18) means victory in soul- 
winning at home, as Rephidim means triumph abroad. 
It is ours only as we push ahead by way of Migdol 
and Elim. Keep to the Divine program: surrender, 
consecration, victory! 

The silence of Sinai is written large in the last 
half of Exodus. It is still life, but God is in the 
stillness, -It includes the Law, the Tabernacle, and 
the Priesthood,—all of: them profoundly significant 
and typical. Space limits forbid us to go into this, 
but we may refer, at least, to the Messianic intima- 
tions here, and throughout the book, in the Passover 
Lamb, the Burning Bush (fulfilled also in Israel and 
the church), the Manna, the Altar, the Holy of 
Holies, and Aaron’s Priesthood. “See the Christ 
stand !” 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


A Sunday-School on a Troop Train. 


By Carl A. Witherspoon 
Aviation Section of the Signal Corps 


NE Sunday this past December a troop train was 

on its way from Camp Jackson, Columbia, S. C., 
to San Antonio, Texas. I was one of the troopers. 
About nine o’clock there flashed into my mind a story 
I had heard Dr. Samuel D. Price, Superintendent of 
the Surplus Material Department of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, tell about four years ago, 
of a Sunday-school which was held on board the 
good ship Cymric in mid-ocean. It was a wonderful 
experience, Then I asked myself the question, If 
Sunday-school could be held on a steamship in mid- 
ocean, why couldn’t it be held on a troop train flying 
half way across our great continent? 

The idea gripped me and the job was accomplished. 
We did not have a Bishop Vincent to lead our Bibie 
class, but a soldier volunteered to help me read the 
Scripture and lead in the discussion in each of the 
cars, as we should go from one to the other. As the 
Sunday-school held on the steamship made it a Sun- 
day-school steamship, this Sunday-school made our 
troop train a Sunday-school train. At least seventy- 
five percent of the boys were noticed using during 
that entire trip the Bibles and Testaments that the 
folks at home had given them. 

Plans were made after our arrival, the following 
Sunday, by the boys themselves to hold Sunday-school 
in our Company street. An order from our com- 
manding officer for us to help put up tents for some 
newcomers interfered. During the rest period, how- 
ever, groups of soldiers gathered, read and discussed 
Bible topics. I am proud of the new title the boys 
have given me, “Preacher,” and not a day passes 
but some one calls me for my opinions about this or 
that in connection with Bible truth. 

KeE.ty Fievp No. 1, SoutH San ANTONIO, TEx. 
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Method books you need in Sunday-school work are 
listed in The Sunday School Times book catalog. 
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Are Missions Making ‘“* Rice Christians ae 


What Asia and other fields think of missionaries, as heard by the Missionary 
Watch Tower, conducted by Howard A. Banks 





Orient; one is to follow the trail of the good 

hotels, carry a few consular introductions, as 
many cards as possible to business men, and to sup- 
plement these with the eagerly proffered services of 
ricksha coolies, taxi drivers, and hotel guides. The 
other way is to go to the missionary for advice and 
information.” 

So states Tyler Dennet, Editorial Secretary for the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, in asking “What Asia Thinks of Mission- 
aries,” in the January, 1918, issue of Asia, the 
beautifully printed and illustrated journal of the 
American Asiatic Association. It is an answer to 
the false statement so freely heard from tourists, 
“The missionaries are a bad lot. They come out 
here to live in luxury and to make money; they never 
make a sincere convert.” 

“How can I see China best?” asked Mr. Dennet of 
Carl Crow, the author of Crow’s Guide Book, and the 
answer was, “Go to the missionaries.” 

“One would indeed be very courageous, as well as 
something else,” says Mr. Dennet, “to suggest in 
Japan to Professor Nitobe, of the Imperial Univer- 
sity; Senator Soroku Ebara, of the House of Peers ; 
Dr. Ukita, editor of the Taiyo; Takutaro Sakai, of 
the Mitsui Bank; Mr. Kobayashi, the tooth-powder 
man; Mr. Ohara, the millionaire silk manufacturer of 
Kurashiki; Mr. Hatano, of the Ayabe Silk Filatures; 
Madame Yajima and Miss Tsuda, both of whom 
were recently decorated by the Emperor; Madame 
Hirooka, daughter of the Mitsui family and one of 
the richest women in Japan, that they were ‘rice 
Christians.” Madame Hirooka told me that during 
the last three years she has, under the direction of 
the Union Evangelistic Campaign, stumped the Em- 
pire from Hokkaido to Shimonoseki, speaking in 
practically every large town in church, hall, or 
theater, wherever she could find shelter, for Chris- 
tianity. Mr. Kobayashi, Mr. Ohara, and Mr. Hatano, 
and I might mention many other Christian manufac- 
turers, are setting standards in industrial betterment 
and in welfare work for their employees far in ad- 
vance of public sentiment, and equal in extent and 
thoroughness to the best there was of the kind in 
the United States not many years ago. 

“There has never been a time since the Japanese 
Parliament was organized that there-have not been 
more than a dozen Christians in the membership. . . . 

“As one passes over to China one encounters a 
similar list of imposing names. There are the Nieh 
Brothers, cotton manufacturers of Shanghai; Wong 
Kwong, president of the Yangtse Engineering Works 
at Hankow; many of the officers of the Hangyang 
Iron Works; Dr, P. W. Kuo, dean of the Govern- 
ment Normal College at Nanking; Dr. W. W. Yen, 
recently minister to Germany, and his brother who 
is building the Government railway from Hankow to 
Canton; C. T. Wong, until the recent revolution left 
him out without office, Vice-President of the Senate; 
C. C. Wong, who has served as Auditor General for 
the Ministry of Posts and Communications; and 
Yung Tao, the millionaire philanthropist of Peking. 

“The president of the recent Kwangtung Provincial 
Assembly was the Reverend K, Y. Shia, who was 
called to that office from the pastorate of the Second 
Congregational Church of Honolulu. 

“Over in India where I was repeatedly assured that 
all Christians are ‘rice Christians,’ I met Sir Rajah 
Harnem Singh, a charming Hindu gentleman, whose 
adherence to his Christian views cost him a kingdom. 
He assured me that he had no regrets. Two years 
ago he served as moderator of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly for India.” 

The 7,000,000 Christians, Protestant and Catholic, 
in Asia, contribute $15,000,000 in the equivalent of 
American money toward the support of the churches 
to which they belong. Mr. Dennet quotes among 
others who frankly gave to him their opinion of mis- 
sionaries, his Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda, who 
said, “I am thinking of calling together the mission- 
aries and asking them to tell me their views on how 
we can improve the quality of the native priesthood.” 

_ Sir Stanley Reed, Editor of the Times of India, 
published in Bombay, said, “If missions could not 
show one single convert, they would still be justified 
ten thousandfold by the moral influence which they 
exert on the country.” 

: “The. missions that one meets in traveling in any 

direction over the Republic of China,” said Dr, G. E. 
Morrison, former correspondent of the London 
Times, and more recently special adviser to the 
President of China, “are sources of good and oniy 
of good. They are the greatest forces for the uplift 
of this country.” 

The writer rather takes the missionaries to task 


“Toren are two ways for the tourist to see the 


for being so profoundly absorbed in their work that 
they do not see more of prominent travelers as they 

ss, Because of their exacting engagements, a num- 

r of missionaries failed to meet with Judge Elbert 
H. Gary, Chairman and Chief Executive of the 
United States Steel Corporation, when he was in the 
Orient, and yet his enterprise maintains a foreign 
staff of 13,737 people, and spends approximately 

,000,000 annually in the land where these mission- 
aries are laboring. Dr. Simon Flexner, when he was 
in China for the Rockefeller Foundation, made it a 
point to see the missions, and declared that there is 
no organization in the world, either philanthropic or 
business, which is getting as large returns out of the 
money it spends as the various boards of foreign 
missions. . 


How China Stood for Religious Liberty 


ISCUSSING the changes in China, including the 

new order which has seen four Presidents and two 
brief monarchical restorations within six years past, 
H. A. Wilbur, executive secretary of the City De- 
partment of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
states in his report that there has been a “general 
progression toward established security and order.” 
Mr. Wilbur has no definite idea as to what part 
China will have in the World War, Thus far China 
has provided England “some tens of thousands of 
strong, clean, healthy men who have been organized 
into labor battalions for physical labor.” A hopeful 
sign of the times in China is thus discussed in the 
report: 

“The movement to restore Confucianism, was one 
reactionary attempt of the year. It was proposed to 
write it into the Constitution as a state religion. A 
strong agitation on its behalf was developed, This 
was opposed not only by Christians but by Bud- 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


African Gifts of Time.—Real miracles of salvation are be- 
ing wrought in the Kameroon by the natives of the Pres- 
byterian Church at Efulem and Alum, who have pledged an 
aggregate of fifteen years of Christian service. 


An Unevangelized Reach.—‘‘North, northwest, and west of 
this post there is no Protestant mission for thousands of 
miles,” writes R. B. Flinn, of the Africa Inland Mission, at 
Bafuka, Congo Belge, to The Sunday School Times, 


Arabs Students for America.—That two Arab students 
from the mission school at Kuweit will come to America 
to fit themselves for greater service in their own country, 
is a report from the Rev. E. E. Calverley, of the Reformed 
Church Mission Board in Arabia. 


Taking in Sail Before the Storm.—Some of the Church 
Missionary Society’s publications, on account of the paper 
shortage in England, are being reduced in size. The 
Church Missionary Review is to be published as a quar- 
terly, while the Church Missionary Gleaner is to become 
“the magazine of the C. M. S.” 


Persecuting a Chinese Christiah.—Yung Tao, the Chinese 
Christian who last year gave away so many thousand 
Bibles, was imprisoned on a charge of aiding German spies. 
It is believed that the real reason of his persecution lies 
in his crusade against concubinage and prostitution, in 
both of which sins many Government heads are said to 
be implicated. 


Disasters in Mission Lands.—The damage done to the 
Reformed Church Mission buildings in Amoy by the ty- 
phoon in September has added $5,000 to the missionary de- 
ficit. Dr.S. M. Zwemer, in the midst of his Chinese tour, 
reached Amoy three days after the storm, and wrote an 
especial appeal for help. San Salvador, capital of Guate- 
mala, was destroyed by an earthquake in December, re- 
sulting in a thousand deaths and 125,000 homeless people. 


Artificiality in Africa—“I am not going to worship the 
hunter’s god, Ogun, any more,” said an African hunter who 
lost his right leg when a tree fell on it, after Dr. George 
Grees, the Southern Baptist medical missionary at Og- 
bomoso, Southern Nigeria, had supplied an artificial leg. 
Six years ago Dr. Green fitted a white man’s glass eye in 
place of one lost by a native, and the man has ever since 
been commiserated by his fellow-countrymen because he 
has had to keep his good eye, which is not considered by 
any means to be up to the foreign glass-eye standard. 


Shoe-'eather Evangelism in Japan.—Paul preached and 
then moved on. The Oriental Missionary Society of Japan 
is following the same method. Of the 56,000,000 souls in 
Japan, this society claims that 48,200,000 have already been 
reached by their village bands. Of the 9,000,000 homes, 
7,500,000 have Been visited. Of the 47 provinces, 42 have 
been evangelized. Over 7,000 letters have been received at 
Tokyo headquarters asking for help. The total cost for 
evangelizing Japan by this method has been $88,000. The 
balance on hand in October last was $10,000, leaving $2,000 
needed “to complete the work by the New Year.” The 
Society mentioned shoe-leather as being literally one of 
its’ greatest needs. 


dhists, Mohammedans, and others. The Chinese 
Christians conducted a dignified and widespread cam- 
paign of education. When the vote was taken it fell 
short of the number required to establish a state 
religion. This was considered a new assurance that 
religious liberty will prevail.” 

The twenty-eight City Associations in China have 
18,000 members, 6,000 in schools, 7,200 in Bible 
classes, with an operating expense of $350,000 Mex. 
The Associations have been responsible for adding 
five hundred members to the various city churches. 
The usefulness and popularity of the Association has 
necessitated a plan of enlargement, which is to es- 
tablish about fifty model Associations in important 
centers. and“help them to secure an adequate equip- 
ment with a staff of trained Chinese secretaries, and 
to develop complete local mafhagement and self-sup- 
port. There are now 146 Chinese secretaries in the 
City Associations, while 300 would not be too many 
for immediate requirements, and a thousand will be 
needed within the next ten years. 


The Victory of a Defeated Admiral 


AVED from death in battle, Admiral Li Ho, of 

the Chinese Navy, gave a wonderful testimony to 
the saving power of the Gospel, which China’s Mil- 
lions reproduces: 

“In my early youth, I believed I was a man of per- 
fect character. Though I had heard missionaries 
preach on the death of Christ for the salvation of 
men, I believed that if I sincerely followed the 
teachings of Confucius, I could by that road reach 
the goal of a perfect life, and that even the Almighty 
God could not very well condemn a perfect man to 
eternal destruction. 

“But somehow I also felt that such a self-made 
perfection did not last. During the time of the 
China-Japanese war in 1894 I was in command of a 
battleship in an action which ended in a great dis- 
aster. I recall the occasion with pain and shame 
till this day. Many ‘battleships: met their fate in 
most horrible ways before my eyes, and I myself: was 
courting death and had over thirty narrow escapes 
from being killed. Though wounded I was able to 
return with life still in me. ’ 

“At the moment when life and death were hang- 
ing in the balance I discovered that I was after all by 
no means a perfect man, and that if I were doomed 
to die, I could not calmly face the hereafter, and the 
Judgment Seat of God. Why was my life spared 
when so many of my comrades were killed? Was 
it not by the mercy of God that I might die with a 
heart trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ? Christ has 
loved me and died for me; how much I should love 
Him by loving my countrymen! 

“The best way of showing our love to God and 
men is to preach the Word of God, and to lead men 
to the only way of salvation. Persecution and even 
death for Christ’s sake is our greatest glory and joy. 
Let this be a watchword for myself, and also for 
my brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Reading David en Route to David’s City 


a i WAS no garrison duty in a balmy eastern 
climate that our men have to discharge, but a 
work tiring often to exhaustion, constant digging to 
be done, while eyes are weary for the sight of some- 
thing green, weary with the blazing heat, weary with 
the deadly monotony of the yellow sand.” 

This paragraph was written by a chaplain with 
the British troops approaching Gaza in Palestine, 
the Rev. A. Fyse Findlay, M.A., C.F., to the United 
Free Church Record. The labor was largely due to 
building the railroad and water-pipe line as the march 
progressed. Yet he says the men are cheerful, and 
no wonder, for Palestine casts its spell over them. 
As the troops pressed forward as the rear guard 
in a battle, “night closed in, the western horizon 
rimmed by a band of vivid red, from which shaded 
away softer tints of orange, pale yellow, and green, 
and in the dark-blue heavens the most slender of new 
moons gleamed like a bow of silver.” . .. Now “pris- 
oners were being sent back, among them a divisional 
general, riding in an old*fashioned barouche.” 

It was the beauty of the scenery, the importance 
of the task, the rich flavor of antiquity that clustered 
about the land of the Lord and His people that in- 
spired the men as they went “trudging through the 
soft, burning sands, sometimes over a wide road 
which they themselves had made to make the going 
a little easier, carrying rifle and equipment weighing 
seventy pounds, with the relentless sun blazing down 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 3 (Mark 2: 13 to 3 : 6) 


on the shimmering desert, and little water to drink; 
_ in camps, sleeping on sand, ne sand, ning it 
ey it 


with every morsel of food, ears an es full o 
when the khamsin blows. .. . 

“It is a striking testimony to the spell which Pales- 
tine casts over ristendom, that many of the men 
show an eager desire to read the earlier books of the 
Old Testament, and-the fortunate possessors of a 


complete Bible are much sought after.” 
we 


Christian Joy at a Venezuela Funeral 


“I HAVE read with interest your editorial, “Why 
Paganism Has No Doxologies,’ in the issue of 
the Times of August 25, 1917,” writes Edward C. 
Austin, of Hebron Home Training Institute for Na- 
tive Workers at Caracas, Venezuela, “and wish to tell 
you of an incident that puts in marked contrast the 
dull despair of a perverted Gospel that is next door 
te paganism, and the glorious hope of a true faith in 
hrist. 

“At the risk of their lives a few years ago evan- 
gelical missionaries carried the unadulterated Gospel 
to Guarenas, a small town about eighteen miles from 
this capital city. The good seed took root in some 
hearts and a congregation was formed, which last 
year met for the first time in its own church building. 

“Recently affliction befell the family who were the 
first converts and chief light bearers in that com- 
munity. The husband took sick with malignant tropi- 
cal dysentery and died, just when it seemed that he 
was most needed. Death in these countries is not 
infrequently accompanied by shrieking and wailing 
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and expressions of the utmost agony and despair. I 
was present in the humble home when the good 
brother ‘fell on sleep’ surrounded by his wife and 
family and friends, who sang hymns in Spanish such 
as ‘Hay un mundo feliz mds alla’ (‘Oh think of the 
home over there’), and. was much impressed by the 
wonderful calm exhibited in the midst of the deep 
waters, but more was to follow. 

“At the service in the little chapel where few have 
dared to enter because of superstitious fears and 
priestly prohibitions, over one hundred crowded in, 
and as many more were outside unable to enter. 
After speaking from the text, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life’ “(john 11:25), the time came to remove 
the coffin from the house, and then a remarkable 
thing happened. : 

“As the bearers lifted the burden on their shoulders, 
the widow and her two daughters and one or two 
friends rose from their seats, and while waving their 
handkerchiefs in token of farewell, sang, actually 
smiling through a torrent of tears, a favorite hymn 
whose chorus is ‘Triunfo, triunfo, por su sangre 
— Sv ieeey, victory, through His blood vic- 
tory’). o say that the effect was electric is to 
describe faintly the impression such an unusual oc- 
currence made, and it will not easily be effaced. 

“More than two hundred men accompanied the 
coffin to the cemetery, almost struggling to be 
allowed to show some token of esteem for one who 
not so very long ago they had been ready to kill. 

“Verily the fruit of the Spirit is joy—a triumphant 
joy, whose manifestation is amazing, and leads those 
in darkness to exclaim: ‘We never saw it on this 
fashion.’” , 
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_How I Learned the “ Secret” 
By Farnum St. John 
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With a prayer ‘‘ that it may awaken in some troubled Christian’s heart a longing for 
that which is every believer's birthright—Peace, Victory, Power,’’—this testimony is 


sent to The Sunday School Times. 


It was called forth by the article in the November 


, 24, 1917, issue of the Times, “ When God’s Spirit Became Circulation Manager,” giv- 
ing the history of James H. McConkey’s book, “*‘ The Three-fold Secret of the Holy 


Spirit.’ 


That book will be sent free, upon application either to Fred Kelker, Box 216, 


Harrisburg, Pa., or to the Silver Publishing Co., ror3 Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


with the Beldeit Avénue' Baptist Church, Chicago, 

when I was ten. A few years later I began to 
drift away from God, and while I never fell into 
conspicuous sin, I was totally ignorant of the over- 
coming life. This condition continued for many 
years. Meanwhile, I was “active” in church and Sun- 
day-school work, to which, by God’s grace, I had been 
early anchored by God-fearing parents. I enjoyed a 
good sermon, but prayer and Bible study were some- 
what distasteful to me, while “victory” was well-nigh 
sneered at. 

During the summer of 1904, I became angry at my 
employer and threw up a good position and at- 
tempted to start in business in opposition to him. A 
copy of “The Three-fold Secret of the Holy Spirit” 
was given me that summer by a fellow church-mem- 
ber, but it was too sober and holy a book for my 
taste, and on our vacation trip I read “Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage-Patch,” to my wife’s distress, for she 
longed to have me read the other book. Soon after 
our return to Denver the business venture failed, 
borrowed money was quickly spent, and things looked 
rather badly for the family. My wife’s trusting, 
prayerful spirit during those dark days instead of 
soothing me only irritated me, and I fought against 
God and his dealings with me, I succeeded in get- 
ting employment, which tided matters over until a 
looked-for government position materialized, although 
the securing of this work did not bring the peace for 
which my heart craved. 

On Sunday afternoon, October 9, 1904, I went to 
Pueblo on government business. I read the Sunday 
newspaper and the time-table, but longed for sorme- 
thing more substantial. My wife had put a Bible in 
my bag, but I was glad that its print was so small 
that it would not do to read on the train. I opened 
the bag, however, hoping to find something with 
which to while away the time, and there discovered 
the despised “Three-fold Secret.” Gingerly and un- 
willingly I drew it forth, and only because the type 
was comfortable I began to read it. At last God 
had hold of me, though I knew it not. 

Surprised at my interest, I soon found the book 
describing my spiritual state with almost deadly accu- 
racy, and I quickly became gloriously miserable! Sud- 
denly a verse of Scripture stared out of the book at 
me: “What! know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost?” I had indeed memor- 


Rt converted at the age of nine, and united 


ized much of the Bible, but First Corinthians 6: 19 
was the first of the “living Word” that had ever 
gripped my soul. 


’ 


Thus I learned the first part of the great secret,— 
that the Holy Spirit was then and had been ever 
since my conversion my unseen, unknown Com- 
panion, How He must have been grieved by many 
things in my life during those dull, cold, sinful 
years! Now I had never doubted my early conver- 
sion; I had always firmly believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that He had died for my sins, and that He 
was in Heaven with God the Father. But now I 
learried that He had, by his Spirit, been with me all 
the time. 

I read on, and discovered the second part of the 
secret, namely, that if I would enjoy His fulness and 
power and fellowship, I must yield myself wholly to 
him. What pangs of mingled desire and unwilling- 
ness I then endured as I realized that my sins and 
ambitions and self-will must be renounced. Mile after 
mile the train sped through the gathering darkness, 
while there at my side stood the Presence, gently 
speaking and pleading with me to present myself to 
him. At last I began to yield; one sin after another 
was frankly confessed and renounced, and with each 
confession and renunciation there came to my soul a 
measure of light and blessing. But the book went on 
to tell me that my ambitions must also be given up. 
Again I hesitated, for, I reasoned, those ambitions 
were all legitimate and proper. But I yielded again 
and began to lay them aside, one after another, until 
I came to the final one, the cherished one, and then 
I halted while the train rolled along mile after mile 
and while I kept the Blessed One waiting, How pa- 
tiently, how lovingly, he dealt with me! Surely 
“irresistible grace” was at work that evening. No 
longer able to withstand his tender insistence, and 
casting the last fond ambition from me, I tremblingly 
yielded myself, soul and spirit and body, to him. 
What then ensued cannot be told in words. He who 
had been waiting all those years for my surrender, 
quickly, blessedly suffused my entire being with him- 
self. Oh, perfect love! Oh, joy, beyond compare! 
Oh, peace that passeth understanding! 

I need not go on and give the details of the trans- 
formation in my life and plans—of the call to the 
Gospel ministry—of souls saved—of victory! How 
the Bible became a new and wonderful Book to me! 
How those long-forgotten passages of Scripture lying 
dormant in my mind began to come to me with all 
their latent powers! How sins that had mastered 
me again and again now fell away before the Master 
who was with me all the time! There have been 
many mistakes and failures during these thirteen 
years, but from that moment to this he has been 





31 


consciously recognized as Guest, and Host, and Guide, 
and Companion, and Saviour, and Lord! 

I am learning the third part of the great secret— 
abiding in Him. Only lately has come the experience 
of my completely leaving to Him the matter of daily, 
hourly victory. I am learning to keep myself out of 
the way and to give Him the right of way in my life. 

Let me speak now in loving appreciation of the 
three human instrumentalities who were used in this 
wonderful work—James H. McConkey, the saintly 
author of the book; Hefman F. Meyers, the godly 
Christian friend who gave it to me; and my Spirit- 
filled, tactful wife who led me to read it. ‘To these 
my everlasting thanks are given, and to Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit be all the praise! 


Denver, Cot. 
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Why I Gave Up Christian Science 
By a new reader of The Sunday School Times 








The deepest interest seems to have been aroused 

remarkable experience of a Y. M.C. A. secretary in * Saving 
a Christian Scientist,"’ which was published not long ago 
in The Sunday School Times. Among the letters received 
is one from a woman who had never seen The Sun- 
day School Times until a copy containing that article was 
handed to her. Her testimony of her own experience with 
Christian Science is so illuminating that it is given here. 
The first edition of the pamphlet “ Saving a Christian Scien- 
tist’’ has been exhausted, and another edition is now 
ready, the title having been changed to ' Conversations 
With a Christian Scientist,’’ as it has been felt that a title 
of this sort would make it easier for Christian people to hand 
pamphlets to Christian Science friends without needlessly 
antagonizing them at the outset. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 20 cents a dozen copies ; 
$1.50 for 100 copies single copies, 2 cents each, postpaid. 


FoR ten years I was a Christian Scientist, and I 
only came out from under the delusion three 
years ago. I know that if I could have had an op- 
portunity of reading the article by Mr. Judson 
Palmer, “Saving a Christian Scientist,” in The Sun- 
day School Times of November 3, 1917, I should 
have seen the Light and my conversion would have 
been hastened. hat article is without doubt the 
best of the many articles on the subject. 

Most articles opposing Christian Science attack per- 
sonality instead of stating the Scriptural authority; 
and this immediately antagonizes the Scientist. I 
wish every Scientist I know could have this article. 
I thank you for it. I am reading it many times, and 
oh, I know what the heart hunger of many of the 
Scientists is! If they could hear the Gospel pre- 
sented so clearly they could be saved. So many of 
them are suffering from Christian Science but don’t 
know how to get out. If they do enter an ordinary 
church they are liable to hear simply an ethical ser- 
mon, or a patriotic lecture, instead of the Gospel 
which they are hungry for. I know, for I spent two 
years going around to churches hoping to hear a 
sermon that would show we what the Gospel meant. 

Ten years ago I took the regulation class instruc- 
tion from a noted Christian Science teacher, now in 
the Mother Church of Boston. So I know that I 
sounded the depths of the subject. 

I remained loyal to Christian Science until one day 
a trouble came which was very real. I tried to pray 
and couldn’t, for there seemed no God to hear me. 
I had been taught that God was not a Person but a 
principle; the Christian Science text-book, “Science 
and Health,” which all Scientists so implicitly obey, 
says on page 3, “Who would stand before a black- 
board, and pray the principle of mathematics to 
solve the problem?” 3 

Finally I left it all, but had nothing co put in its 
place. I wandered from one “Christian” church to 
another on Sundays listening to splendid ethical ser- 
mons,—and all the time with a soul-hunger for 
Jesus Christ, yet did not find Him. Then I joined 
a Young Women’s Bible Class in a Presbyterian 
Church of Chicago, and they procured a teacher from 
the Moody Bible Institute, and through her opening 
up of the Word of God I was brought to the Master. 
I found a personal God to pray to—and he heard me. 

The verse in 1 Timothy 2:5, “There is but one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,” seemed to clear up so much for me, for as I 
wrote to my former Christian Science teacher, “I 
found I had been depending on humen mediators who 
would not think of mediating without some material 
money.” I added that I was only one of many thou- 
sands who had been led away by one of the strong 
delusions prophesied. Needless to say, I received no 
answer to my letter. 

I had never seen a copy of The Sunday School 
Times till this copy with Mr. Palmer’s article in it 
was handed to me. I felt at once I must have the 
paper every week, for you cannot know how it helped 
me. Those who do not know what it means to be 
steeped in Christian Science do not realize how the 
superstitions cling to one, and how the Scriptures 
have been so distorted that sometimes it seems im- 
possible to erase from one’s consciousness the wrong 
teaching. How very grateful I am for such publica- 
tions as The Sunday School Times. Once more 1 
thank you. 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. JESUS LORD OF THE SABBATH 


Mark 2 : 13 to 3: 6 


Golden Text.—The Son of man is lord even of the sabbath.—Mark 2 : 28 





The Review Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


UPPOSE the tragic disaster at Halifax two 

months ago, when the awful explosion shattered 

the city, killed hundreds or thousands, and 
left perhaps twenty-five thousand homeless and suf- 
fering from the blizzard and intense cold, had oc- 
curred on a Saturday or a Sunday. Should those 
who were near by and could in any way help have 
felt that Sabbath observance required them to offer 
no assistance or relief until the Sabbath was past? 
The explosion occurred on a Thursday; relief was 
begun immediately; should that relief have been in- 
terrupted three days later on account of the Sabbath? 
Get the class to discuss this. It will be vigorously 
shown, in any class, that any such observance of the 
Sabbath as would fail to relieve human need and 
misery would be, not in accordance with God’s law 
and will, but in opposition to it. Yet when Jesus 
sought to show men this, he signed his own death 
warrant: sealed his doom! 


Our Background Material 


God uses the human relationship of husband and 
wife, bridegroom and bride, in various passages in 
the Bible to suggest the marvelous relationship be- 
tween himself and his people. Take a few minutes 
to study the meaning of this with the class, from 
different Bible passages. _ Jesus has a word to say 
about it in verses 19, 20. From your Concordance, 
before going to class, make a list of such passages in 
the Old Testament and the New, bringing in the 
words bride, bridechamber, bridegroom, marriage 
(such as Rev, 19:7, 9), wedding (in Matt. 22) as you 
can use in class, throwing light on this relationship. 
Read carefully Dr. Scofield’s comments in this issue, 
on “The Prophecy in This Lesson.” Note Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas’ point (I, 4) that the Greek of verse 20 
means that the bridegroom was going to be “snatched 
away,” as Christ was in his death, and later ascen- 
sion. The bride, or church of Christ, also is going 
to be snatched away from this earth to be forever 
with her bridegroom and Lord (1 Cor. 15: 51-54; 
1 Thess, 4: 13-18). 

Shall we be glad to see Him when He comes for 
us? (1 John 2: 28; 3: 2, 3.) 

The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pacagrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Three things Jesus had to teach people, and all 
three were startlingly new to most in his day. (1) 
His supreme interest was in sinners. (2) Joy and 
gladness, not abstinence and sorrow, should fill peo- 
ple’s lives while he was with them. (3) The Sabbath 
was made to help men, and to make life easier ; not to 
hinder men and make life harder. 

Two attitudes of people toward Jesus were promi- 
nent now: great popularity, and growing animosity 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1). Briefly state why. 

Show the class from Dr. Sell’s illuminating article 
on page 27, “If a Publican Had Been Your Neigh- 
bor,” what the people, especially Jews, thought of a 
publican in that day. Then imagine religious peo- 
ple’s amazement when Jesus called a publican to be 
in the inner group of his disciples!) The call of Levi, 
or Matthew, is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 2). Why the publican or tax-collector was often 
a Jew is pointed out by Dr. Mackie (1). 

Why did Jesus see so much of sinners, mingle 
with them so freely? Let the class discuss this, Our 
Lord gave his own answer (v. 17). 

The Pharisees took great pride in fasting and let- 
ting people know it (Matt.:6:16). They had in- 
creased the requirements of the law in fasting (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, I, 3). They didn’t like to see Jesus’ 
friends and disciples doing without it (v. 18). And 
Jesus had to teach a new lesson here (vs. 19-22). 
There was, indeed, a proper way to fast; but the critics 
of Jesus did not know what that proper way was. 
Why fasting need have no place in their lives while 
our Lord was with them is touched upon in “Our 
Background Material” above: because of the pres- 
ence of the bridegroom with the bride. And Jesus 
(vs. 20-22) showed them that they must not attempt 
to put together things that ought not to be brought 
together; what the illustrations of the cloth and the 
wine mean is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

The third new lesson was as to the purpose of the 
Sabbath and how it was to be kept. First of all, be- 
fore coming to class, read the wonderfully illuminat- 
ing article by Dr. Scofield on page 28, throwing a 
flood of light on God’s Sabbath and the Christian’s 


Additional Material for Teachers: Exod. 20: 8-12; Isa. 58: 13, 14; 
Neh. 13 : 15-22; Matt. 12 : 1-8; Luke 4: 16. 
i opic: Jesus and the Sabbath Day. 
Lesson Material: Mark 2: 23 to 3 : 6. 
Memory Verse: Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
—Exod. 20: 8. 
ic: Jesus and the Sabbath Day. 


opic 
Memory Verses ;: Exod. a0 : 8-11. 


Senior, and Adult Topic: Our Day of Rest and Wor- 


ship. 
Raditional Material: Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; Col. 2: 
16, 17. 











The portion of he text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 2: 23 to g: 5. 

23 And it came to pass, that he was going on the sab- 
bath day through the grainfields; and his disciples * began, 
as they went, to pluck the ears. 24 And the Pharisees said 
unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that 
which is not lawful? 25 And he said unto them, # Did ye 
never read what David did, when he had need, .and was 
hungry, he, and they that were with him? 26 How he 
entered into the house of God * when Abiathar was high 
priest, and ate the showbread, which it is not lawful to 
eat save for the priests, and gave also to them that were 
with him? 27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the sabbath: 28 so that 

the Son of man is lord even of the sabbath. 


3: 1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there. 


was a man there who had his hand withered. 2 And they 
watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath 
day; that they might accuse him. 3 And he saith unto the 
man that had his hand withered, ¢ Stand forth. 4 And he 
saith unto them, Is it lawful on the sabbath day to do 
good, or to do harm? to save a life, or to kill? But they 
held their peace. 5 And when he had looked round about 
on them with anger, being grieved at the hardening of 
their heart, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. 
And he stretched it forth; and his hand was restored. 


1Gr. began to make their way plucking. 21S. xxi. 6. 
®Some ancient authorities read in the days of Abiathar 
the high priest. * Gr. Arise into the midst. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Lord’s Day. Scripture material on the Sabbath is given 
in Additional Material for Teachers, with Dr. 'Grif- 
fith Thomas’ comment on this in his Section II. 

One of the absurd rabbinical bondages of Sabbath 
observance is mentioned by Dr. Mackie (2); and 
Bulldog, in Pucker’s Class, makes an illuminating 
comment on the Pharisees’ Sabbath-keeping tradi- 
tions (Mr. Rogers, 1-2). 

How to draw out a class, as to the members’ real 
thoughts about “keeping Sunday,” is shown by Mrs. 
Askew (1). Three things to be observed in the 
Christian’s observance of the Lord’s Day are de- 
scribed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 7); and Mrs. 
Askew (2-3) shows how the class may search out 
and find God’s Word as to seven fundamental prin- 
ciples in Sabbath-keeping. 

The transition from the seventh day or Jewish 
Sabbath to the Christian’s Lord’s Day, or the first 
day of the week, is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(III, 6). A Sabbath day test of people in practical 
life is made by Mr. Ridgway (1) ; and he also gives 
two interesting figures for the Sabbath or “seven” 
principle, adding sensible suggestions for Sabbath- 
keeping in this age of Christian liberty (3). 

The Illustration Round Table (2) shows how Sun- 
day should be a day of rich and sweet privilege ; how 
man is built on the Sabbath day plan (3); and the 
devout but mistaken old Scotch woman’s stern word 
of rebuke to a minister who suggested letting in a 
little fresh air on the Sabbath (4). Her words re- 
mind us that the Pharisees were practically saying 
the same thing to our Lord Jesus. 


The Truti. that Is Golden 


The climax of our Lord’s teaching as to the Sab- 
bath day did two things: it showed what he had come 
for (v. 4); and it showed what his enemies had come 
for (v. 6). 

It showed why he had mingled so freely with sin- 
ners: to save their lives, physically and spiritually. 

Some years ago, if the Salvation Army was men- 
tioned in general conversation, a good many people 
would say in a tolerant, condescending tone, “The 
Salvation Army is really doing a very good work in 
its own way; it is covering a field of work that no 
other agency is taking up.” What they did not rec- 
ognize in this superficial remark was that the Salva- 
tion Army was one of the few agencies that recog- 
nized the meaning of sin, and that had a message, and 
the only message, for the sinner. Not only the 
“down and out,” but sometimes the “up and out,” 


therefore found deliverance from sin and salvation” 


in Christ through the Salvation Army. 
Any true evangelistic agency stands for the Golden 
Truth that Jesus uttered when he said to his critics, 


explaining his interest in sinners and outcasts, “They 
that are whole havé no need of a physician, but they 
that are sick; I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners” (v. 17). And that means all of us. When 
we respond to that wonderful call of Christ, and be- 
lieve on him, we hear him saying to us, withered by 
sin, “Stretch forth thy hand” (3:5), and we find that 
we can stretch forth our hands and our whole being 
with utterly new life, the life that is Christ. Read 
aloud in class the joyous cry of the man whose with- 
ered hand had been healed (Round Table, 5). 
Teaching Points 

Jesus had a large following of sinners, “for there 
were eo (v. 15). And there are many to-day. 
Are we telling them about Him? 

When Jesus said he “came not to call the righteous” 
(v. 17), he may have referred to those who, confident 
in their self-righteousness, had no sense of need and 
therefore were beyond hearing his “call”; or those 
who by faith were already really righteous, and 
therefore had already been “called,” such as John 
the Baptist, and Simeon (Luke 2: 34), and Elisabeth 
(Luke 1:41, 42), and Anna (Luke 2:36, 38), and 
Zacharias (Luke 1:67). 

The bride of Christ is necessarily fasting, in one 
sense, during this age or dispensation of the absence 
of her Lord and Master, the bridegroom. Though 
spiritually he is with her “always, even unto the con- 
summation of the age” (Matt. 28:20), yet she looks 
forward with eager longing to his return in personal, 
visible presence to take her,unto himself that she 
may “ever be with the Lord” (1 Thess, 4:17; John 
14:2, 3; Acts 1: 10, 11). 

This Sabbath-teaching break with the Pharisees 
marked the beginning of the end; now different 
parties’ got together to accomplish Christ’s. destruc- 
tion (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 5). i 

Our churches ought to be places for the worst peo- 
ple in the land; tell of Bishop ‘Thoburn’s view and 
experience (Round Table, 1). i 

Let us make Sunday a soul day (Mr. Rogers, 3). 

When they “took counsel against him, how’ o> 4 


_ might destroy him” (3:6), Jesus let them go on wit 


their purpose and eventually “destroy” him, so that all 
men should not be destroyéd by their own sins. Either 
Christ or men must pay the penalty of men’s sins. 


Questions for Study and Discussion thy 

What were the reasons for the tremendous popular 
following Jesus now had? 

Were people chiefly interested in what Jesus was 
doing for them temporally and physically, as in John 
6:26, or would they in large numbers have received 
him as their Saviour and Messiah if their own re- 
ligious leaders had permitted and encouraged this? 

Does it seem probable that Levi had known Jesus 
before this call? 

Did Jesus hinder his best usefulness by mingling 
so freely with sinners and outcasts? 

When ought we to think of our reputations and our 
Christian usefulness in mingling with sinful people? 

Why did Jesus halt his work of healing (3:4) and 
ask his audience a question? 

Why did they not answer him? 

Could God be a holy and a righteous God and not 
be angry with sin? 

Why did not the love and mercy and goodness and 
healing works of Jesus win everybedy’s heart? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] : 


Jesus Chooses the Twelve (Mark 3 : 7-35). 


If a newspaper should publish on its front page, 
with sensational but true headlines, as having oc- 
curred on the preceding day, the events that are 
packed into the less than thirty verses of this lesson, 
and should do this in such a way that the average 
reader of the newspaper would see that these events 
had actually occurred, were literally true, it would be 
the most sensational issue of modern times. Just 
read the lesson through and be on the lookout for 
the marvelous things that are recorded. 


How could unclean spirits recognize Jesus? 

For what purpose did Jesus now appoint twelve? 

Under what circumstances may the friends of a 
Christian to-day say, “He is beside himself”? 

What tremendous coming event did Jesus prophesy 
in verse 7? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 3 (Mark 2: 13 to 3 : 6) 





—— 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Connection.—Directly after the event recorded in 
the last lesson, Jesus went forth from the house to 
the seaside, 

Date.—A. D. 28. 

Mark’s Gospel.—The Galilean ministry was first ex- 
ercised in the Eastern portion (1:14 to 7:23), and 
was marked by great popularity and growing ani- 
mosity, (1) 

Books on the Lesson.— Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), pp. 109-116; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 25 
cents), sections 37, 38; Croscup, “Historical Charts 
of the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday 
School Times, $1), sections 44-47; Smith, “Students’ 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” 
(The Sunday School Times, 75 cents), Index, Caper- 
naum, Galilee, Jerusalem, For tax-gatherers, Phari- 
sees, Herodians, see Davis’ Bible Dictionary (West- 
minster Press, $2.50). The best book on the sub- 
ject of the day of the Sabbath in connection with 
modern controversies is “Seventh Day Adventism 
Renounced,” by Canright (Revell, $1 net). 


/ 1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


There are five scenes, all illustrating Christ’s thor- 
ough independence of current Jewish ideas. 


The Call to: Service (vs. 13, 14). As Christ passed 


‘by, probably in or near Capernaum, he saw a tax- 


gatherer, Levi (also named Matthew), who was per- 


‘haps ‘already a’ disciple, and was pretty certainly one 
“of the honest tax-gatherers.. From his work as col- 
‘lector of tolls for Herod ‘Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee, 


on merchandise passing along the highroad between 
Damascus and the Mediterranean, he hears Christ’s 
“Follow me” (1::16-20) and:at once’ responds. From 
publican to ‘apostle is the brief. story of his life hence- 
fotth, and it was a striking instance of the power of 
Divine grace to take-a man from such a trade, which 
was so closely associated with popular hostility that 


‘only renegade Jews were ie to be capable of 


occupying the position. (Matt. 18:17). (2) 
The..Criticism by Foes (vs. 15-17). ‘The feast was 


, in. the house of Levi, which perhaps became Christ’s 


second home in Capernaum (1:21), and the fact that 


‘many of his fellow-tax-gatherers, as well as those | 
_who were regarded. as outcasts (Luke 7: 37; 15:1), 


were present, shows ‘that the feast was a sort of 
testimony of thanksgiving to what had just hap- 
pened. The foes of Christ were quick to notice 
this interest in outcasts, and not daring yet to criti- 
cise Christ directly to his face (2:8), they expressed 
their surprise to his disciples that he should be so 
intimate with these people. Christ, however, heard 
what they had said, and replied by reminding them 
of what he had come to do. Sin was regarded as a 
disease (Isa. 53:5) and he had come to cure it. The 
word “righteous” means, of course, that our Lord 
took them at their own valuation, 

The Counsel of Truth (vs. 18-22). After vindicat- 
ing. his action in consorting with the despised and 
outcast, it was natural for him to have to face the 
question whether he and his disciples were to observe 
the ordinary forms of religion, and so his enemies 


i: asked him about fasting. The Pharisees had greatly 


increased the requirements of the law by fasting 
twice a week (Luke 18:11, 12). Christ at once re- 
plied that it was impossible to fast during a time of 
joy, like a wedding, but that when the wedding was 
over and the Bridegroom had gone, there would be 
no such incongruity. (3) . 

At this time came the first and very vague and 
general hint of Christ’s death by violence, where he 
speaks of the Bridegroom being “snatched away” 
(Greek). Then came two parabolic statements, illus- 
trating and justifying the action of not fasting (v. 
18). <A patch of new cloth will cause the old mate- 
rial to shrink and become so small as to tear. In 
the same way old wine-skins do not stretch and are, 
therefore, liable to burst when new wine is put in 
them. Thus Christ showed the Pharisees that it was 
impossible to blend such incongruous elements as 
fasting and joy. Some think that the two illustra- 
tions were meant to extend further and to teach the 
impossibility of blending the Mosaic law of the Old 
Covenant with the new life Christ came to reveal and 
bestow. If this is so, the idea is that it is impossi- 
ble to mend the old, which must, therefore, be ended. 
But it is perhaps better to limit the illustrations to the 
exact occasion and to think of them as teaching the 
absolute incompatibility of any two such different 
attitudes as fasting and rejoicing. It is important to 
observe in this passage in relation to Christ: the 
Bridegroom ; the Bridegroom’s presence with his dis- 
ciples; the Bridegroom’s absence from them. (4) 

The Claim of Need (vs. 23-27). At this point 
should be inserted the visit of Christ to Jerusalem 
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and the miracle recorded in John 5: 1-47. Then on 
his return to Galilee this incident of the grainfields 
occurred. Again the enemies were on the watch and 
they appealed to him with reference to the action of 
his disciples. They held that it was unlawful to 
pluck the ears of grain on the Sabbath day, although 
the law really gave i eng (Deut. 23:25) with- 
out mentioning the Sabbath. Christ at once replied 
by asking them to think of the incident in David’s 
life when in exceptional circumstances he was per- 
mitted to eat what under ordinary circumstances 
would have been unlawful. 

Abiathar is probably another name for Ahimelech, 
two names being not at all unusual, or else Abiathar 
was acting as high priest at that time (1 Sam, 21:1; 
22:11; 2 Sam. 8:17). This incident is pointed forc- 
ibly by Christ’s utterance that the' Sabbath came into 
existence for the sake of man, and is not to be made 
the subject of anything unreal and artificial. 


The Challenge of Sincerity (3:1-6). Soon came 
another opportunity of hostility with special refer- 
ence to the Sabbath, for when a man with a withered 
hand was present the enemies of Christ watched him 
to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath day. 
The challenge was at once taken up with the inquiry 
whether it was lawful to do good and to save life on 
the Sabbath day. The man had a withered hand, but 
we may say with truth that the enemies had withered 
hearts. No wonder that we read, in Mark’s vivid 
description, of Christ looking around with anger and 
feeling grief, because of their hard hearts (v. 5). 
Thus we can notice (1) what Christ felt; (2) what 
he said; (3) what he did. Then came a fresh en- 
deavor by the union of two usually hostile parties 
to compass Christ’s destruction. The Herodians 
(12:13) were associated politically with hopes of the 
restoration of the monarchy under Herod, and their 
union with the Pharisees seems to have been 
prompted by fear lest Christ’s influence would de- 
stroy their projects. This was really the beginning 
of the end, for although the close of Christ’s min- 
istry did not take place for some time, the final 
break may be said to have started here. (5) 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Exod. 20: 8-11; Isa. 58:13, 14; Neh. 13: 15-22; 
Matt. 12: 1-8; Luke 4: 16. 

1. Exodus 20: 8-11 records the Fourth Command- 
ment, with its striking opening word “Remember,” 


pointing back to Genesis 2: 3, the original institution. 


See also Exodus 16: 23-29. 

2. Isaiah 58: 13, 14 gives the true spirit of Sabbath 

observance, emphasizing God, not self; his glory, 
not our pleasure. 
«3. Nehemiah 13: 15-22 shows the effort of Nehe- 
miah to restore the sanctity of the Sabbath as one of 
the safeguards of Jewish national life after the re- 
turn from Babylon, 


4. Matthew 12: 1-8 is the parallel with this passage. 


5. Luke 4:16 emphasizes the custom of Christ to 
observe the Sabbath day for worship. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Our Day 
of Rest and Worship. (Additional Material: Acts 
20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; Col. 2:16, 17). The early 
Church clearly observed the weekly Jewish Sabbath, 
4nd for a long time both the seventh and the first 
days were included, but circumstances gradually led 
to the omission of the seventh, caper the catas- 
trophe of the destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 7o. 
Then came concentration on the first day, which 
would be especially suitable. There is a body of 
New Testament teaching on this subject. Christ rose 
on that day. He met his disciples more than once 
on that day (1 John 20: 19, 26). The earliest Chris- 
tians used to meet on that day (Acts 20:7), and the 
Apostle by the Holy Spirit directs contributions to be 
laid aside on that day (1 Cor. 16:2). Some also think 
that “the Lord’s day” in Revelation 1:10 is the first 
day of the week. Certainly the earliest church in the 
second century universally observed this day, one 
writer saying that “we keep the eighth day with joy- 
fulness, the day also on which Jesus rose again from 
the dead.” The principle of one day in seven was thus 
still maintained, because the day was not Jewish, but 
universal (Gen. 2:3), “made for man” (Mark 2: 27), 
and because it is impossible to observe exactly the 
identical twenty-four hours all over the world. It is 
also significant that in the Levitical law the eighth day 
is mentioned in such a way as to suggest a symbolical 
or prophetic meaning: the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Lev. 23: 33-43) ; the year of Jubilee (Lev. 25); the 
Feast of Pentecost (Lev. 23:15, 16). The words 
“the morrow after the Sabbath” suggest our Lord’s 
resurrection and our new life in him. (6) 

Three things are included in the Sabbath: (1) 
rest; (2) worship; (3) service for God. Nothing 
incompatible with these should be practised. The 
value of the day-is threefold: physical; intellectual; 
spiritual. It is good for the individual and for the 
community, because it is the basis of the truest life. 
Neglect always brings trouble, because it is harmful 
to persons and the State. Christians do not keep 
the Sabbath for salvation, because they are “not un- 
der law, but under grace,” but grace does not set 
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aside law as a rule of life, since we are “under law 
to Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21). Christ never once ques- 
tioned the obligation of the Sabbath, but only the 
wrong interpretation of it by his enemies. (7) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Running through all five incidents there is one 
great truth, the lordship of Christ. 


1. Jn Relation to Life. When he called Levi to 
follow him and when he, ordered the man in the 
synagogue to stand forth; in each case it was an ex- 
ercise of authority. Christ claimed to be the lord 
of their life. 

2. In Relation to Law. When Christ spoke of the 
impossibility of fasting, in view of the joy of his 
presence with his disciples, he showed how his lord- 
ship ruled the situation and constituted the actual 
authority for his followers. 

3. In Relation to Liberty, When Christ said that 
“the sabbath was made for man” he gave expression 
to the deepest and truest idea of the observance; 
that the Sabbath was intended for human needs, apart 
from all mere artificiality. And yet with this came the 
other principle, “the Son of man is Lord even of the 
sabbath.” This would prevent the liberty of the 
former statement degenerating into license, because 
man must of necessity appeal to Christ for guidance 
concerning the true observance of the Sabbath. 


And so we have here what is so familiar in the 
Epistles, the lordship of Christ. It is most impor- 
tant to emphasize this. “To this end Christ died 
and lived again, that he might be Lord” (Rom. 14:9). 
“Unless Christ is Lord of all, he is not Lord at all.” 


V. Leading Questions. 
What else do we know of Levi? 


Why did the Pharisees object to Christ eating with 
publicans and sinners? 


What is the meaning of Christ’s answer? 

What is found in the New Testament about fasting 
in the Christian Church? ; 

What bearing have these words about fasting on 
Christ’s perpetual presence with his disciples now? 


What was Christ referring to in verse 20? 


Illustrate the principles of verses 21, 22 from other 
parts of the New Testament. 


Why was the Sabbath made such a cause of special 
hostility to Christ? 

What do Christ’s anger and grief suggest in re- 
gard to his nature? 


Wyc irre CoLLece, Toronto. 
ye 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


ERE we have prophecy indeed, and from the lips 
of the Lord Jesus himself. Have we ever really 
cleared up in our thinking thiseBridegroom teaching, 
—not of this lesson alone, but of Scripture? This is 
a good time to do it. In what sense were our Lord’s 
disciples “children of the bridechamber”? Of whom 
is he, in future, to become the bridegroom? 

Some answer us readily enough, “Israel.” And, 
indeed, with much appearance of reason, for such 
like language is certainly used of Israel by the 
prophet Hosea (Hos. 2: 14-23). While the national 
lapse into idolatry and the vile sins associated with 
the idolatrous cults bring from Jehovah the unspar- 
ing charge that Israel is an adulterous wife, repudi- 
ated for her sin, the rebuke is followed by the von- 
derfully touching promise of her future cleansing 
and restoration, 

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her 
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her 
.,- and I will betroth thee unto me for ever” (Hos. 
2: 14-19). 

But we may not interpret the bridegroom relation- 
ship of the Lord Jesus of Israel, but of the New 
Testament church. That Israel is the earth-wife of 
Jehovah (Hos. 2:23), now disowned but to be re- 
stored, is clearly taught. But the New Testament 
speaks of the bride of Christ as a chaste virgin, and 
this a forgiven wife could never be. Such passages 
as John 3:29, 2 Corinthians 11:1, 2, and Revelation 
19:6-8 leave no question that the church and not 
Israel is the bride of Christ. 


Douc.aston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
b 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The True Test.—Why do they on the sabbath day 
that which is not lawful? (v. 24.) Yes, the Pharisees 
were watching them. Are watching us. What we do 
hits them so hard they cannot hear what we say. I 
have known neighbors so stunned by what some 
church-members do that they can’t hear the church 
bells. “Why, Ridgway, I’m no church fellow, but I 
shouldn’t think of doing what Soandso does.” So 
they watch us. And that is what we are for. Living 
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epistles. Like the letter on the movie 
screen -that gives the life to the picture 
story. Did you ever stop to think that 
all through the centuries Sabbath-keep- 
ing has been the testing laboratory of 
the spiritual life? When I know what 
any man does with his one day in seven, 
I Ruow my man well enough to grade 
him correctly. If it is God’s house that 
finds him, I know the sort of master or 
the sort of man. If it is the diamond, 
the links, or the net, I can place him 
just as accurately. If it is the house, 
the hammock, and the book, I still have 
him. And any other employer can 
classify his men. And I do not care who 
“the boss” may be, he is constantly do- 
ing it; and the man he ties to in posi- 
tions of importance and trust isn’t the 
fellow who “sports” on the Lord’s day. 
Don’t you believe this? All right, listen! 
Js there a bank in town? If the presi- 
went, cashier, and clerks should play 
baseball, golf, and tennis all next Sun- 
day afternoon, deposits would begin to 
run out in a stream on Monday. And 
the quickest to write their checks would 
be the neighbors who are not church 
folks. And you know it. (1) 


The Day for Real Fun.—The sabbath 
was made for man (v. 27). Winter 
was made for man. Summer was made 
for man. But winter can frostbite and 
maim. Summer can sunstroke and kill. 
Yet both are made to be blessings to 
man. The Sabbath was made to be a 
blessing. But Jews made it frostbite and 
sunstroke in one, in that it both crip- 
pled and killed. Soldiers refused to 
guard passes and sailors refused to furl 
sails, The wearing of shoes was £. »- 
bath portering and the rubbing of wheat 
was Sabbath threshing. And the blessed 
Sabbath was made a day for real live 
and stirring folks to dread. Jesus him- 
self said so (Matt. 23:4). Our own 
forefathers made the same mistake. A 
good religious grandfather in our famil 
would not allow his children even to sit 
on the front porch on Sunday. But you 
ought to have seen that big four o’clock 
dinner the women folks stewed and 
fussed over a great part of the Sunday 
afternoon. The Sabbath was made to 
have more fun in than any other day in 
the week. Starting’ with the fun of 
knowing you don’t have to “go to 
work.” Then that brace-up of getting 
into your Sunday-go-to-meetin’s. Then 
the uplift of the bright music, jolly com- 
pany, merry hum of Sunday-school. 
‘hen the delightful rubbing up against 
one’s real friends at church. And at 
iight to cuddle up under the fresh 
snowy sheets for a good sleep, with the 
sweet satisfaction that the Lord’s day 
has been your day in deed and truth. 


Some Biography.— So that the Son of 
man is lord even of the sabbath (v. 28). 
This is why when you take Jesus as your 
Lord you can have so much fun on c- 
days. Funday and Sunday or Sunday 
and Funday is the Christian combina- 
tion. Did you ever give much atten- 
tion to this seven business in your own 
life? The Lord of the Sabbath is also 
Lord of the race, and we are built upon 
the seven plan, In other lessons I have 
called your attention to the fact that all 
Coatesville typhoid cases die or get well 
on the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first, 
etc., day. Here is my seven case: My 
kidship ended at seven. I ceased to be 
a genuine boy at fourteen. I was a man 
at three times seven. I was married at 
four times seven. I had securely planted 
myself in business at five times seven. 
I was at my best at six times seven. I 
came to spectacles and a marble top at 
seven times seven. When I get to nine 
times seven you will all be tired of me! 
And according to the Book, at ten times 
seven my time is all up (Psa. go: 10), 
A man may talk all he likes about the 
blue laws of a hundred years ago not 
being suitable for this day and gener- 
ation, but this one-in-seven fact remains 
staring him in the face. When God 
hallowed the seventh day and made his 
Son lord of it, the ruler of it, him to 
whom the tribute of it must be paid, 
God knew exactly what he was about. 
For had not his hand made both the day 
and the man, and both just about the 
same time, and the man he made on the 
one-in-seven plan (John 2: 24, 25). (2) 








Busiest of Days.—They watched him, 
whether he would heal him on the sab- 
bath day (3:2). And, praise the Lord, 
he did heal. Lifting folks out of misery 
is not a matter of days or a matter of 
anything else than just love and help- 
fulness, If any of you folks know on 
this Saturday night or Sunday morning 
a case of sickness or sorrow, of loneli- 
ness or trouble, of poverty or despair, 
don’t hesitate a minute to hitch up the 
old bay mare or the gasoline Lizzie, and 
with a full basket or a full heart go and 
be the Lord’s messenger on the Lord’s 
day. And if it is a trip to The Neck 
afoot to see old Aunt Becky with some 
delicacy or other, never mind what 
watching neighbors may* say about be- 
ing out with a market basket on arm 
while folks are going to church. Ever 
time we have a lesson on the Sabbat 
some good brothers and sisters take me 
to task for my supposéd lack of strict- 
ness for the day of rest. I always own 
up and admit I work harder on Sunday 
than on any of the other days of the 
week. In fact it is the only day of the 
seven whose nightfall finds me “all in.” 
And.it is also the only day in the week 
that the women folks of the household 
do not spend over pots, pans, cookstove, | 
and dishwater. So while watching other 
folks on the Lord’s day just keep one 
eye on Mr. Self. Do you use the tele- 
phone on Sunday? Would you take the 
train for the bedside of a dying loved 
one? When you stop at the hotel over 
Sunday do you lay in a supply of 
crackers and cheese and a banana? Al- 
ways remember, real religion is always 
good common sense (1 Cor, 10: 23, 
27, 31). (3) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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-The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered.at all. not | 
submit illustrations without first securing a | 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- | 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which | 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- | 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of | 
this department. One dollar is offered for | 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week.* 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will | 
stand a better ch o pt than | 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Why They Came.—Publicans and sin- 
ners sat down with Jesus (v. 15). 
Bishop Thoburn, returning to America 
after twenty-five years spent in India 
as a missionary, was asked what changes 
in church life affected him most, He 
answered: “I no longer see the very 
poor or the wicked in our churches: 
they used to come to the church which 
I knew best in my home town. It is my 
firm belief that wherever the Friend of 
sinners is held up, there sinners will 
come. Next to my church in Calcutta 
was a Magdalen Home. I asked the 
matron if the inmates might be allowed 
to come to church. They came, and 
some of them sat on the side seats where 
they could look out on the audience. 
One of them afterwards said to the 
matron: “That was the queerest church 
I ever saw. All the bad people in Cal- 
cutta were there.’ That was one of the 
best things ever said about my church. 
I knew that sinners would not come 
there if they did not know that the 
Saviour of whom I spoke was the 
Friend of sinners.”.—Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 


Sunday Sweetness.—He was going on 
the sabbath day through the grainfields 
(v. 23). 

There is somethin’ about Sunday—what it is 
I can’t jest say, 

But somehow it’s allus sweeter than most 
any other day; 

I know no special reason, unless possibly 
it be 

Thet th’ Lord takes special pains to make it 
so, especially. 

It has no lenger hours, but it allus seems as 
though 

They are fuller of real sweetness, an’ I hate 
to see ’em go; 

An’ I know there is no difference, Bt it 
allus seems, I say, 

There is somethin’ about Sunday sweeter’n 
any other day 














—From J. M. Foley, in the New York 
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Tribune. Sent by Bertha H. Winslow, 
Saco, Me. (2) 


The Severth Day Law.—The sabbath 
was made jor man (v. 27). He who 
gives his mind no rest, brings up in the 
madhouse or in the grave.... And a 
man who habitually overworks, at last 
comes down with typhoid fever, and 
that fever runs seven, fourteen, twenty- 
one, or ese siant days, changing 
every seventh day, as do other diseases 
which result from i mr exhaustion. 
Why is this? It is use man is built 
on that plan. His pulse changes every 
seventh day. He needs a weekly rest 
as much as an eight-day clock needs a 
weekly winding, .. . Man cannot escape 
the universal law, nor the eye of the 
one Lawgiver. This law of sevens is 
inwrought in our very nature, and holds 
us in health and sickness, from life’s 
earliest origin to its cnd. Neither Jew 
nor Christian, skeptic nor heathen, “can 
escape its power.—From “The Monthly 
Message,” by H. L. Hastings. Sent by 
Louis S. Baux-~-- Long Beach, Cal. (3) 


Sabbath Bo e.—That which is not 
l@wful (v. 24). devout Scottish min- 
ister has told of a house at which he 
stopped and spent the Sabbath when he 
was in northern Scotland. The day 
was rainy and close, and he finally sug- 
gested to the woman of the house that 
the window of the little parlor might be 
raised to admit some fresh air, “Mon,” 
said the old woman, with stern disap- 
proval written plainly on her rugged 
face, “dinna ye ken that ye can hae no 
fresh air in this hoose on the Sabbath ?” 
—From the Youth's Companion. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (4) 


Under Christ’s Lordship.—The Son 
of man is lord even of the sabbath (v. 
28). In your splendid paper last year 
was a short letter from a Texas Sun- 


day-school man, telling of an offer made | 


to him for his ‘son, who was about to 
enter the university, of a position at a 
soda fount that required his services on 
Sunday. The letter stated that, though 
very much in need of the money that 
would have come through this job, the 
father declined it for the reason that his 
boy would have had to carry on com- 
mercial activity on the Sabbath. He 


| asked you what you would have done. 


You replied that you would turn the job 
down—which he had already done. Now 
for the sequel of the story. The job 
was declined; that son entered ‘the 
Southern Methodist University at Dal- 
las, secured a position with The Dallas 
News, one of the great papers of ‘the 
Southwest, for afternoon work, which 
cid him a sufficient salary to meet, his 


| contingent expenses while in the univer- 


sity,—tuition, board, etc..—and he is now 
in his second year. Besides this, he is 
afforded a broader view of life, has 
been given an opportunity to “try him- 
self out,” and to make good where merit 
and grit will win. I am the father of 
that boy, and am still a “Texas Sunday- 
school man,” and I am writing this hop- 
ing that it may encourage some young 
man, or possibly some father who may 
have the same problem to solve, to be 
loyal and steadfast in the principles of 
right living, and that by stepping out 
upon God’s promises we may more fully 
understand the workings of His’ Provi- 
dence—the ways of which are past find- 
ing out, save by trusting them.—The 
Texas Sunday-school Superintendent.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Owner of the Hand.—!/s it law- 
ful on the sabbath day to do. good? 
(v. 4). 

Praise God! Praise God! Give me my tools 
again! 

Oh, let me grasp a hammer and a saw! 

Bring me a nail, and any piece of wood. 

Come, see me shut my hand and open it, 

And watch my nimble fingers twirl a ring. 

How good are solids!—oak, and stone, and 
iron, 

And rough and smooth, and straight and 
curved and round! 

Here, Hannah: for these long and weary 
years 

My hand has ached to smooth your shining 
air 

And touch your dimpled cheek. Come, wife, 
and see: 











JANUARY 19, 191 8 


I am a man again, a man for work, 
man for earning bread and. clothes and 
home; 
A man, and not a useless hold-the-hand; 
A man, no more a bandaged cumberer. 
Oh, blessed Sabbath of all Sabbath days! 


—By Amos R. Wells, from The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Belper, Eng. (8) 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


LL THE multitude resorted unto 

him (v. 13). On the western side of 
the lake of Galilee where this incident 
took place there are now no such multi- 
tudes. Tiberias is still inhabited, and 
ranks as a sacred Jewish town, like 
Sefed and Jerusalem, and farther north, 
Mejdel with a few small houses, a 
domed tomb, and a palm tree preserves 
the name of Magdala, the home of Mary 
Magdalene. 


Sitting at the place of toll (v. 14). In 
Syria, near the entrance to any large 
town, the shed of the excise official may 
be seen. As the loaded mule or camel 
approaches, the driver is ordered to un- 
fasten the load so that its contents may 
be examined for contraband or for those 
articles of produce on which a fiscal tax 
has to be paid. To save trouble to the 
examiner and loss of time to the mule- 
teer a sum of money is often paid, from 
which the official extracts what he con- 
siders to be due to himself on the trans- 
action. They were chiefly Jews, as the 
fowls peasants tried to cheat, the 

oman government by stating that the 
load was the result of a religious vow 
or a gift in honor of a sacred _ festival. 
A co-religionist could not be so imposed 
upon, and he could claim the approval 
of the oral law. or rabbinical tradition 
which ‘permitted a Jew to serve the 
heathen if he were paid for it, ((1) 

New wine into fresh wine-skins (v. 
22). In spite of the rigidity given to the 
sheepskin or goatskin by its being 
soaked in water containing oak bark and 
gall nuts, and by being hung for a time 
in smoke, the skin expands owing to the 
pressure caused by the fermentation of 
the new wine within. A skin does not 
stretch twice, 


On the sabbath dcy through the grain- 
fields (v. 23). The fields between vil- 
lages had short-cut footpaths renewed 
every year. When the soil is fairly free 
of weeds and thistles the seed is sown 
on the ground as it lies, and is ‘after- 
wards ploughed in, and as it springs up 
the footpath is renewed. The offense in 
plucking the wheat was not that of tak- 
ing what did not belong to them, but of 
committing an act of labor on the Sab- 
bath day. , 


Even of the sabbath (v. 28). That is, 
even after cdnceding all the rabbinical 
values. The Jewish sabbatic observance 
contains some of the most artificial and 
whimsical of the rabbinical injunctions. 
When a Jew has a cold in the head, it is 
a forbidden act of labor to carry a 
handkerchief on.the Sabbath, but if it 
be worn round the neck it becomes an 
article of clothing and can be used when 
needed without transgression. (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt, 
ve 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Fatlier, 
we pray that thou wilt teach us just how 
thou wouldst have us use for thy greatest 
glory the Sabbath day of rest. May we not 
intrude upon these holy hours .affairs that 
so easily engross our thoughts during the 
week. Show us ‘how to use this precious 
time in ways that will be of largest service 
to those about us, and most fulfill thy pur- 
poses for*the day. Open our hearts to a 
consciousness of the high privilege of the 
Sabbath, and may we not spend any of its 
moments in ways that would be displeasing 
to thee. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Suppose you had 
the most beautiful basket that you ever 
saw, and all around the very ‘choicest 



































































LESSON FOR FEB. 3 (Mark 2: 13 to 3 : 6) 


fruits that the earth could possibly 
grow. Suppose your dearest friend had 
been looking ‘for you to come with that 
basket filled with the best that you could 
offer him,—would you waste any of the 
space therein by putting in fruit that 
was not quite so as the best that 
you could find? Would you think it 
worthy of that friend of yours if you 
used any place in that basket for any- 
thing less than the best, when the best 
could be had just for the asking all 
around: you? We have a basket like 
that in the form of the Sabbath day, a 
day into.which God loves to have us 
crowd all the good thoughts, all the 
good words, all the refreshing rest that 
the day will hold. We can offer that 
day up to him as his own special time, 
when we are free to give ourselves fully 
to special work for him. Of course, our 
weekdays are for him, too, and if they 
are not, then our Sabbath days are not 
likely to be. But what I mean is that 
he has set apart this day especially for 
worship and for holy service in his 
name, aside from the usual tasks that 
have pressed in upon us in school, in 
business, and in home work. 

It makes a great difference to God, 
and it makes a great difference to us 
and our friends as to how we fill that 
beautiful basket, We can put into it 
almost any sort of stuff that we can 
lay our hands on, but doesn’t it seem 
thoughtless and unkind, and don’t we 
seem to lack appreciation of what God 
expects of us when his day holds do- 
ings that are really not for the Sabbath 
in their kind, or in their meaning? How 
would it do for us to stop discussing 
the fine points as to what we can or can- 
not do on the Sabbath, and just try to 
fill the day with what we know would 
please God thoroughly? That would an- 
swer a good many of the Sabbath ques- 
tions for us. 


ABBATH ror 
ELF or 
ERVICE 


WHICH ? 














4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Safely through another week.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“Take time to be holy.” 

“Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim.” 
“ Praise him! praise him!” 

“ Abide with me.” 

“Come, Thou almighty King.” 

“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to miusic, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 122: 1-9 (257). Psalm 118 : 24-29 (235). 
Psalm 116: 1-7 (229). Psalm 96: 4-13 (193). 

Psalm 84: 1-12 (166). 





[ Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—The Sabbath is 
for rest and worship. 


Introduction—Tell briefly the crea- 
tion story, as severa! years have passed 
since it was presented: 

Long years ago, in the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
God said, Let there be light, and God 
divided light from darkness. He sep- 
arated the heavens above from the world 
beneath, God separated the oceans and 
seas from the dry land. God made the 
sun, moon, and stars to give light upon 
the earth. On the land, God made 
grass, bushes, flowers, and trees to 
grow; he made birds and insects to live 
in the air, and to find their food in 
seeds and flowers; he made fishes to live 
in the waters; God made many kinds of 





\ 





animals to live on plants and fruits on 
the land. 

When everything else was ready, God 
made people to live on the earth and to 
be workers together with him in caring 
for the things he had made. 

knew that people needed rest 
after work and play, so God planned the 
night for sleep. God knew that people 
needed a day of rest, too, so he planned 
for one day in seven to be the rest day 
for worship. As we think of God’s 
wonderful gifts and care let us repeat: 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he 
. good. Let us sing about his works 
or us: 


“All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small; 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 


“He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell, 
How good is God our Father, 
Who doeth all things well.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents.) 


When God gave commands for his 
people, he said, Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy. Part of the day is 
for worship, 

“God is in His holy temple, 
On this holy Sabbath day; 
Let us praise Him! Let us thank Him! 
As we worship, sing, and pray.” 
(Melodies, same as above.) 


wv 


As years went by some people made 
very hard, tiresome rules about the Sab- 
bath, which God had not commanded. 

Review.—Jesus knew what kind of a 
Sabbath would please his heavenly 
Father, so he taught the people how to 
make it a holy, helpful, happy day. 
‘(Recall incidents of lesson for January 
20.) Jesus helped people every day. 
He healed the palsied man who was 
carried by four friends. (Recall last 
Sunday’s story.) 

Lesson Story—Jesus loved the sea- 
side, where he had called Peter and 
Andrew, James and John, the fishermen 
of Capernaum, 

After healing the palsied man Jesus 
started for the seaside. On the way he 
saw Levi, or Matthew, collecting taxes. 
Jesus called to Matthew, Follow me. 
Matthew was ready and invited Jesus 
and his friends to dine at his house. 
Crowds always followed to see what 
Jesus might do. They even crowded 
into Matthew’s house to watch them 
eat. Some hoped to hear Jesus speak. 

The faultfinders had followed, and 
wondered that Jesus and his disciples 
would make friends of a tax-collector 
and sinners. Jesus knew what they 
thought, so he said, Sinners and sick 
people need help and healing. 

On-the Sabbath Jesus and his disciples 
started to the synagogue to worship. As 
they walked along the short path 
through a field of grain, the disciples 
felt hungry and picked a few grains to 
eat, as they had a right to do. The 
faultfinders saw them and thought it 
was very wrong for them to pick and 
eat the grain. Jesus knew what they 
thought, and told them the story about 
a kind priest who let David and his 
hungry men eat the bread which was 
changed each week on the table in God’s 
house. Jesus said, God made the Sab- 
bath to be a help to people. 

On they went to the synagogue. A 
man was there with a withered hand. 
Perhaps it was the same synagogue 
where the crazy man had called out 
(Mark 1: 21-27), 

The faultfinders had followed. They 

watched to see whether Jesus would 
help the man with the withered hand. 
Jesus said to him, Stand forth. Jesus 
asked, Is it lawful to do good or evil 
on the Sabbath? They did not answer. 
To the man Jesus said, Stretch forth 
your hand. He did so and it was re- 
stored like the other. 
Instead of being glad, the faultfinders 
were so angry that th., began to plan 
how to get rid of Jesus. Jesus went 
again to the seaside with his disciples 
and a great crowd followed him. 


“His hands were always helping and his 
eyes were always kind, 

And he never was too busy to heal the 
sick and blind.” 
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After the Story—Give to each child 
a sheet of paper on which are seven 
circles or squares for the days of the 
week. Put an initial in each for one 
day. Let each child write, draw, or ask 
the teacher to do it, to indicate some- 
thing which is done at home or school 
on each day. For Sunday a church bell 
or steeple would suggest keeping it 
holy. 

Peoria, Ix. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Use home study assignments to dis- 
cover Bibie standards of Sabbath-keep- 
ing. 

2. Compare our Sabbath-keeping with 
the standards of Jesus. 

3. Amplify points most needed, and list 
them in note-books for weekly reference. 











“©O day of rest and gladness! 
O day of joy and light!” 


UST such joy and gladness as breathe 

through this beautiful old hymn are 

the qualities we want to cultivate in 
Sabbath-keeping among our girls. A 
day to be eagerly looked forward to, 
not one to be patiently borne with or 
definitely disliked. 

Try first to win from your girls a 
really frank expression of their true 
feelings about “keeping Sunday,” and try 
not to be “shocked” at what you get! 
If they trust you enough you'll hear 
some very unorthodox things. Begin 
on their plane by seeking a little light 
on why they “just hate Sunday,” or 
think “it’s a perfect bore,” or are “al- 
ways glad when it’s over,” or “just do 
whatever they please” that day. (1) 

Then, quite earnestly, ask, “Shall we 
find out all we can about how Jesus felt 
about Sabbath days; how he spent them? 

Well, first let us glance at the general 
standards of the Bible on Sabbath- 
keeping. Call for a very brief state- 
ment of what she found on this subject 
from each of the girls to whom home 
reading was assigned, and have a girl 
tabulate your findings. 

From Exodus 20:8-11 we find the 
outstanding characteristics of Sabbath- 
keeping should be: (1) holiness, and 
(2) rest from all ordinary work. Re- 
mind your girls that the primary mean- 
ing of holy is “set apart,” separated 
from ordinary to high: uses, those of 
worship usually being meant. (2) 

From Isaiah 58:13, 14 we find .ex- 
actly what such a “setting apart” means 
for the Sabbath day,—from our. pleas- 
ures and ways and words unto God’s 
direction for its keeping. Then indeed 
we can call it a “delight.” And here 
we find our third characteristic of the 
true Sabbath, (3) joy. 

Nehemiah 13: 15-22 emphasizes again, 
with great explicitness, (2) rest from 
all money-making business on the Sab- 
bath, from all selfish pursuit of gain. 

Now as to Jesus’ interpretation of 
these Old Testament injunctions, Mat- 
thew 12:1-4 gives us a vivid illustra- 
tion. That he considered them binding 
on himself is as evident as that he ut- 
terly (4) disregarded the traditional 
Sabbath-keeping imposed by the Phari- 
sees of his time, 

Luke 4: 1-6 makes unmistakably plain 
that he used the Sabbath as a day set 
apart for (5) worship—worship in the 
appointed place and way, with others, 
seeking to give and gain thereby that 
precious food for the soul which is to 
be found in no other way. 

Sum it all up: (1) holiness, (2) rest, 
(3) joy, (4) disregard of the traditions 
of the Pharisees, (5) worship. By 
Jesus’ repeated example we can add two 
other qualities, (6) services of mercy 
and love for others, and (7) companion- 
ship with friends in their homes; not 
the amusements of social gatherings, but 
the quiet companionship of true friends. 
So we found him in Peter’s home in 
Capernaum after the synagogue service 
(Mark 1:29), and often resting in the 
home of Martha and Mary, his true 





friends, on the Sabbath. (3) 
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A little quiet thinking, now, as we 
mentally honestly compare our Sabbaths 
with his; measure ours by his, not by 
one another’s. Can a Christian girl say 
of some frivolous waste of her Sab- 
bath days, “But all the other girls do 
it, even the ones who -belong to the 
church,” and so justify. her conduct and 
answer her conscience? “As he is so 
are we” in this present world if our 
profession of allegiance to him means 
anything at all, not “as the other girls 


How fill Sabbaths with joy? Here 
is one reason for the fresh and more 
graceful garments worn that day (not 
the- thought-absorbing finery of social 
functions!) and also for the favorite 
dishes on our tables (not prepared at 
the expense of worship and rest, but on 
the previous day), and for all those 
simple, dear, delightful habits of family 
gatherings, long quiet talks, and walks, 
and hours of inspiring reading,—the 
best things crowded out of other days 
by the second best ones, 

And how many girls plan to do some 
“little” things every Sunday to relieve 
mother’s day or father’s of some of the 
great pressure they bear all week? How 
many plan to brighten the afternoon 
hours with some little treat for the 
younger ones in the home, a story-hour, 
a plate of candy made the day before, a 
walk in the woods or fields, a little of 
their own loved Sunday-school music? 
Or perhaps it may be reading to dear 
old auntie or grandmother, or just an 
unhurried talk with these aged mem- 
bers of the household who feel “laid 
aside” on the busy weekdays, 

Ask the girls to make a list of these 
Seven Sunday Secrets and check their 
own thereby, and soon they will find all 
days richer and sweeter because of the 
feast Sundays will bring to their hearts. 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Mark 3: 7-35. 

Appoint one of the Twelve Apostles 
to each of twelve girls (or two, three, 
cr four to each, as your class numbers 
require), about whom she is to search 
the Bible for information this week. 
Remember information as to character 


is as real as that referring to dates, 
places, names, etc. 


ATLANTA, GA. 
bd 


Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


A new recruit. Jesus criticized. The 
story in boy scout language. 

Jewish Sabbath traditions explained, 
and Jesus’ reference to David. 

Main truths: Real purpose of the 
Sabbath, right observance of the Sab- 
bath, right spirit toward others. 

Illustration: A blackboard sentence. 











6c HO was the next recruit that 
Jesus enrolled?” asked teacher. 

“Levi, the son of Alphaeus,” read 
Fatty, and from looking at Matthew 9: 
9 we found out his other name was 
Matthew. 

The Pharisees didn’t like it because 
Jesus took dinner with Levi. I guess 
there wouldn’t anything suit them. 
Teacher says they were critical, hyper- 
critical and hypocritical. 

“Pucker, what else did the Pharisees 
criticise?” he asked me. So I told how 
Jesus led his troop out into the country 
for a little hike on the Sabbath, and 
they helped themselves to some heads of 
wheat out of a field as they went along, 
because they were hungry. 

“There wasn’t no harm in that,” de- 
clared Bulldog Jones. “If it had been 
apples or watermelons, now!” 

Teacher said Bulldog was right; that 
boy scouts ought to be very careful 
about trespassing or taking private prop- 
erty on their hikes. That would give 
the whole movement a bad name as 
quick as anythiné ; but he went on and 
explained that it was allowable in 
Jesus’ day for people passing along the 
narrow paths between wheat fields to 





pick a few heads anc eat them, the way 
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» with the Sabbath, tried to hoard it up in 


i) Or any onevelse away from the ‘services 
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we pick wild blackberries along the road. 

“What were the Pharisees kicking 
about, then?” demanded Bulldog. (1) 

Teacher explained how strict the 
Pharisees’ ideas were about the Sab- 
bath. This picking heads of wheat, 
rubbing them between the hands and 
blowing the chaff away was counted as 
reaping and threshing grain. 

“Great guns!” exclaimed Bulldog, 
“according to that you mustn’t chew any 
food on Sunday, for that would be run- 
ning a grinding mill.” (2) 

Teacher said the Pharisees put the 
emphasis on the wrong place, as Jesus 
quickly showed them. It was judgment 
before mercy. 

Bert told the story. of David eating 
the showbread out of the tabernacle one 
time when he was awful hungry, and the 
priests allowed it, although it was 
against the law. The point was that 
human need is superior to ceremonial 
law. Of course if it had been breaking 
a’'moral law, doing anything really 
wrong in itself, that would have been 
different. 

“What was more important in Jesus’ 
eyes than the Sabbath?” asked teacher. 

“Why, the people,” I answered. 
“Mother says that’s why God gave us 
a day of rest and worship, for our good. 
She says the Pharisees were miserly 


a steel vault of rules and traditions, but 
Jesus meant us to take it and spend it 
wisely for the enriching of our lives. 

Teacher thinks that is the best guide 
as to how Sunday should be spent; 
whatever really enriches our inner life, 
and doesn’t hurt any other life, ought to 
be all right. But of course we have to 
pray for wisdom and guidance in decid- 
ing what will really benefit us, and we 
ought not to hald over for Sunday what 
could be done on Saturday, like study- 
ing, etc. 

“Then it’s all right for us scouts to 
go hiking on Sunday, is, it?” Fred in- 
quired, 

“Not if it’s just for a high old time,” 
answered, teacher, “nor if it keeps you 


of God’s héusé: But if_it does any real 
good, I am sure: God is pleased; Why 
not make. your Sunday hikes errands of 
mercy to some one in need? That will 
make others happy.and your own hearts 
more unselfish. It is the soul that 
counts most,” he’ went on. “Sunday is 
Soul Day.” He put that on the board 
for a sort of motto, and then we made 
a list of things to build up the soul, 
that we can do best on Sunday. Of 
course church and Sunday-school came 
first, and studying our Sunday-school 
lesson for the next Sunday. Then read- 
ing good books, talking with other fel- 
lows about things worth while, going to 
see some sick friend or old person, in- 
viting folks to church, taking care of the 
kids so mother can have a nap. All| 
these help to make Jesus Lord of the | 
Sabbath. (3) | 

| 

| 








Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 3: 7-35. 

Fred is to draw a map and locate 
places named (vs. 7, 8). 

What. nicknames did Jesus give? (vs. 
16-10.) 

How were the twelve different from 
other disciples? (vs. 14, 15.) 

For what special work does God call 
men to-day? 

What names did they call Jesus? 

How did he takes these names? 

Terre Haute, Ino. 


ve 


Have you neglected that New Year 
resolution you made to learn a Bible 
verse every day during 1918? The year 
is yet young and one of the excellenctes 
of The Bible Success Band Booklet és 
that one may begik at any time during 
the year to memorize. Bishop Moule, 
Francis E. Clark, Marion Lawrance, 
David S. Cairns, and A. C. Dixon have 
all written for the 1918 Booklet, and a‘ 
Christian leader says “it is the best yet.” 
A single copy costs 15 cents, ten or 
more 12 cents cach. Order from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- | 
delphia. | 
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For Family Worship | 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











HE appalling world-conditions have 

given rise to the inquiry, “Are we 
nearing a world-wide spiritual revival?” 
We fervently hope that out of the 
welter of evil abounding on the conti- 
nent of Europe there will come some- 
thing to bless the world. A return ‘to 
the family altar would help. Alex- 
ander Macgillivray, D.D., Convener of 
the Sunday-school Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, says: 
“I believe that of all the revivals that 
we need, the one most needed is the re- 
vival of family religion, the reading of 
Ged’s Word, the waiting upon God in 
prayer daily, around the family altar.” 


January 28 to February 3 


Mon.—Mark 2: 23 io 3: 5. 
Jesus Lord of the Sabbath. 

It was plain enough fare to which the 
disciples helped themselves, and their 
action ordinarily might have provoked 
no comment; but it was done on the 
Sabbath, and this greatly incensed the 
scrupulous Pharisees. In defending his 
disciples our Lord put forth His own 
claim as being superior to the day. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that God’s 
people everywhere may be led to 
earnest searchings of heart, so that with 
renewed devotion they may place them- 
selves at the disposal of the Lord for 
the needs of the hour. Oh, for the 
workings of the Spirit in the souls of 
His people. “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart.” 

Tues.—Luke 4: 16-72, 
Jesus Worshiping on the Sabbath. 

Church-going stands supported by our 
Lord’s example, Let us imitate Him in 
this. It was his custom to enter the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day. It is 
possible to worship God anywhere,_ but 
there is a peculiar blessing attached to 
seeking him in the place set apart for 
such worship. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
stricken people in Halifax, that through 
the recent dire calamity multitudes may 
be led to realize the uncertainty of life, 
and that through the abundant outflow- 
ings of human sympathy many may 


learn to know the heart of the eternal 
God, the fountain of all true help. 
Wed.—Luke 13: 19-17. 
g Mercy on the Sabbath. 

To be punctilious regarding the letter 
of the law was of more concern to the 
Pharisees than’ the healing of one bowed 
down. We are far removed from the 
Spirit of Christ if we regard days and 
weeks and are blind to the true inward- 
ness of His institutions. 


Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray for a 
larger dissemination of Christian liter- 
ature; especially the distribution of the 
Scriptures. Give thanks to God for the 
work of the Bible Societies in their 
efforts to give the Bible to the people; 
pray for the work of the Bible Societies 
and their workers that all financial re- 
quirements may be more than met. 
Thurs.—Isa. 58 : 6-14. 

Sabbath-Keeping Rewarded. 

Obedience to the law of God always 
brings blessing, and this is especially so 
in respect to making sacred one day to 
serve the Lord. When love prompts to 
obedience no duty is irksome and Sab- 
bath-keeping is a delight to the soul 
when we observe it unto the Lord. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
missionary societies; that their agents 
may be filled with the Spirit of God; 
that Christians may be strong in the 
Lord and kept from the sins and unbe- 
\liefs of Christendom; that in spite of 
wars and strifes, financial support and 
enthusiastic workers may be forthcom- 
ing. 

Fri.—-Exod. 16 : 21-30. 

Whatever way we look at the Sabbath 
we find it big with richest mercy. Alas 
for the nature of man, it is not valued 
as it ought to be, but this in no way de- 
tracts from the grace which shines in 
the appointment of it, nor destroys its 
spiritual significance. 

PRAYER SucGcestTions: Pray for the 
coming of a great spiritual revival; that 
the churches may be driven to humble 
and earnest intercession for this; that 
there may be a great’ return to the 
preaching -of the Gospel of the New 
Testament. Pray for our seminaries and 
theological professors. 

Sat.—Mark 16: 1-9; Acts 20: 7%. Christ .and 
the Early Church Honor the First 
Day. 

The first day of the week being the 

resurrection day, should give the color 





to all the days of the week. It is the 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





No flame can live 
long in such a. 
breeze, with the 
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first of our time given to God, and may 
well suggest the thought that His claims 
should have priority over all else. He 
is pre-eminent. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Jewish people, that. in the thrilling ex- 
periences of these days the hearts of 
many may be turned to the God_ of 
Zion’s destinies; that they may begin in 
large numbers to study their Scriptures, 
and that Gentile Christians may see the 
fulfilment of Divine prophecies relative 
to the land and the people. 

Sun.—Rev. 1: 9-20. 
In the Spirit on the Lord’s Day. 

The growing disregard for this sacred 
day is one of the ominous perils of the 
age. To hear the Divine voice and en- 
joy the vision of the Son of man, we 
must have our spirits brought into har- 
mony with the Spirit of God. It was on 
Fel Lord’s Day John saw, heard, and 

eli. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that a 
true spirit of Sabbath keeping may 
mark all our devotion and duties to-day; 
for grace to turn the key upon the 
thoughts of the office and factory, of 
school and secular vocation. Lovingly 
remember each other at the family altar, 
and especially pray for absent loved 
ones. 


New York City. 
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A Baby Seal’s Bed 
By Alice G. Whitman 


OULD you, little folks, think a 
floating cake of ice a warm or“at- 
tractive bed in January? 3 

No! -no! I. can:*hear “you answer, 
most emphatically, and the mere thought 
of such a bed, ip, cold ‘winter . weather, 
makes you, shiver. bh ak koe 

That is the only bed, however, that 
some baby seals have. 

here are a good many seals along 
this Nova. Scotiéri coast, and we often 
seé them“ofl ofr'boating trips iff ‘the 
summer, .sunning’ themselves: on the 
rocks or bobbing their heads up from 
the water. 4 

Seals are very curious, you know, and 
they are strongty attracted by any 
musical sound. It is a great amusement 
to whistle a tune or play on a musical 
box and notice one little dark head after 
another popping up from the water to 
see what is going on, but Teddy and I 
never saw any baby seals until the other 
day when we were coming through the 
Strait of Canso in a steamer. 

It was a clear, cold, sunny day in 
January, but the water -was as smooth 
as in midsummer. There were a good 
many ice-cakes floating about and we 
saw a number of seals on them—bask- 
ing in the sun. As the ship drew nearer 
the icefloes, one seal-after another slid 
off into the water. Teddy exclaimed in 
great excitement, “Look, look, Ger- 
trude, there is one big seal that won’t 
move; and see, it is flopping its tail up 
and down, as though it were frightened 
or something were wrong.” 

By this time all the passengers were 
leaning over the ship’s rail watching the 
big seal that was making such frantic 
motions and yet would not jump into 
the: water, as the others had done at 
the sight of the big ship bearing down 
upon them. 

The ship drew nearer and nearer, un- 
til we were within a few yards of that 
icefloe. Finally the big seal slid into 
the water, but kept close to the icefloe 
with its head above the water, watch- 
ing our ship eagerly—and before we 
had really passed it jumped back again. 
But during the few minutes that the 
seal was. in the water, what do you 
think we saw? Two little baby seals 
on the icefloe! Teddy was wild with 
delight.+ 

“Oh! Gertrude,” he said, “the mother 
seal was afraid her babies would get 
hurt, wasn’t she, and that was why she 
wouldn’t move?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “and that was why 
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LSSON FOR FEB. 3 (Mark 2 : 13 to 3 : 6) 


Why notdo . 
a really big thing 


for our 


soldiers and sailors ? 


You can do 
it zow, and right where 
you are. 


You can. 


Don’t wait to guess 
about it. Just ask! 


Ask on a post-card how 
you can get at and do 
a bit of work for the 
boys in the country’s 
service, by a little plan- 
ning in your own Sun- 
day-school. 


Will you do it, without 
waiting for any one 
else? 


Ask to-day, please! 


’ BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 
518 Witherspoon Bid., Philadelphia, Pa. 


KEEP SINGING 


“’ Singing makes the burden lighter, 
Singing drives the care away 





With a prayer and ‘song the path is lighter, 
Keep singing all the day.’” t 


ee 
* Music at times like the present becomes a necessity.” 


Keep Your Sunday School Singing 


Get the best and brightest songs you can,—the hope- 
ful, helpful. cheerful kind. 


UB Our new Sunday school hymnai. 

A credit to any school. reat 
paper Copacements, All phases of Sun- 
day school work supplied. Orchestrated. Prices to 
suit, —$20, $25, $30, $35, according to binding, Samples 
free to Pastors or Superintendents. 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia 


HAVE YOU YOUR COPY? 
a ii a 


The Superintendent's Guide 


For 1918. A Pocket Manual for Superintendents. B 
> By 
Harry Edwards Bartow. Price, 25 cents net. 
For zacu montn there are suggestions on how to conduct the 
school, an order of service, and hints for workers’ meeting, 
Bacu Sunrvay an outline for the desk lesson, a prayer, a 
= of amy and vetig aw ae the _ hour. Special features 
suggested for many Sundays. ty-two short ers—th 
best kind of help to those who bel it. ’ a 


AMERICAN’SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 
le 4 * 
Wedding Invitations ‘2’ 
Engraved 
You t afford to pl d hi 
of préduction is the thing strived for, rather thas the 
ce and strict adherence to correct social 


fore which ch teri RW 
mailed on request. _ one: “Sempees 


Deurconts-Co, 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY. 





















INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVIC! 
> Does YOUR Church use this 





AND ORGANS A homes and churches sent on 


roval. Factory prices andeasy | cermon he 


terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. Desk T, Chicego | WOuld hear.’ 


she was flopping her tail in such dis- 
tress and why she kept so close to the 
icefloe, I think she jumped into the 
water for a few minutes so we could 
see her babies, as much as to say, ‘Now 
you can all see what I have, and please 
don’t hurt them,’ and then she jumped 
back on the icefloe to protect her babies 
in case they should be molested.” 

“I wish the ship would go faster,” 
said Teddy, “I can hardly wait until we 
get home to tell mother and father 
about those baby seals.” 

“Don’t you remember, Teddy,” I said, 
“that father told us once that the mother 
seals usually have one baby at a time, 
that very occasionally they have two— 
but never more at one birth? That 
mother seal must be very proud of her 
twin babies.” 

“Yes, yes,” said Teddy, “won't it be 
fun to tell father about those twins; but 
did you notice, Gertrude, that the little 
baby seals looked white and they were 
about the size of tats?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “those babies were 
very young. I don’t believe they were 
more than two or three days old. I re- 
member that father told us, too, that 
when a baby seal is born it has a coat 
of very thick, soft, nearly white fur, 
and until this: falls the seal does not 
usually enter the water. He told us 
that young seals at first do not like the 
water and have to be taught to swim 
by their parents, and this takes three 
weeks or more.” 

“Then that icefloe will be the baby 
seals’ bed and their home for some 
weeks, until they get new coats and un- 
til they learn how to swim,” said Teddy. 

“Yes,” I said, “but their mother will 
never: leave them. She will stay right 
there to feed them, protect them, and 
keep them warm until they are able to 
look after themselves. Mother seals 
love their babies dearly, just as our 
mother loved us.” 

“That’s all right,” said Teddy, “but 
I’m glad we have our mother and father 
and nice warm beds. Aren’t you glad, 
Gertrude, that we were never. baby 
seals and had to sleep on an ice-cake?” 


Canso, N. S. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





February 10. What My Church Stands For. 
1 Pet. 2: 9-12. (May be led by the pas- 


tor.) 
February 173, What My Church Is_ Doing. 
1 Thess. 3: 2-8. (May be led by the pas- 


tor.) 
February 24. The Power of the Cross in Asia. 
Psa. 96: 1-13. 


Marcff 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. III. 
Prayer. John 14: 12-17. Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, February 3 


Christian Duty and Privilege. 
II. Winning Others to Christ 
(John 1: 35-46) 
(Consecration Meeting. Christian 
Endeavor Decision Day). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Bringing others (Mark 2: 1-5). 
Tues.—Persuading others (Acts 26: 
24-32). 

Wed.—Winning by example (1 Pet. 2: 
11-25). 

Thurs.—Winning by prayer (Acts 1: 
143 2: 1-4). 

Fri—Winning by kindness (Matt. 5: | 
43-48). 

Sun.—Winning by preaching (Luke 10: 
1-6, 17-20). 














Why should we seek to win others to 
Christ? 

How are soul-winners God’s co-workers? 
Why is earnestness necessary in soul-win- 
ning? 


T ONE of our best preparatory 
| schools recently a small boy was so 
impressed by a sermon he had just 
heard that he sat down at once and 
wrote to his father that it was the best 
“ever had heard or ever 
” One feels like saying as 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


much of Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull’s lit- 
tle book on “Individual Work for Indi- 
viduals.” - 


And here are some of Dr. Trumbull’s 
words: 

“God’s chosen way of winning souls 
to Christ is by one person leading an- 
other person.” : 

“When Jesus Christ sought to win the 
world to himself, he said to his chosen 
disciples, who had themselves been en- 
listed one at a time, ‘Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples [or pupils] of the 
nations.’ Making disciples of all the 
nations involved winning to the teacher 
the individuals in those nations. So, the 
seeking of a single individual by a single 
individual has been God’s chosen way of 
evangelizing, or of doing missionary 
work, from the beginning of the Chris- 
tian ages even to the present day.” 


“Not every man can be a great 
preacher to a great congregation; but 
every man can speak a timely word to 
an individual, if, indeed, his heart be 
set on so doing. And, ordinarily, it is 
a better work to reach an individual in 
this way than to endeavor to reach a 
multitude in the other way.” 


“T once heard Henry Ward Beecher 
say, ‘The longer I live, the more confi- 
dence I have in those sermons preached 
where one man is the minister and one 
man is the congregation; where there’s 
no question as to who is meant when the 
preacher says, “Thou art the man.”’” 


“Appeals to the individuals by an in- 
dividual is the hopeful way of winning 
the ‘race to Christ.” 


“Bossuet, the great French preacher, 
said frankly as to this very matter: ‘It 
requires more faith and courage to say 
two words face to face with one single 
sinner, than from the pulpit to rebuke 
two or three thousarmd persons, ready to 
listen to everything, on condition of for- 
getting all.’” 


“The resolve I made was, that when- 
ever I was in such intimacy with a soul 
as to be justified in choosing my subject 
of conversation, the theme. of themes 
should have prominence between us, so 
that I might learn his need, and, if pos- 
sible, meet it.” 

“Winning one soul at a time usually 
results in the winning of a multitude of 
souls in the process of time, But ad- 


| dressing a multitude of souls, and urg- 


ing them all to trust and serve Christ, 
may not be the means of winning even 
one soul to Christ, now or at any time.” 

“Any soul that Jesus loves is worth 
our best work in its behalf.” 


se 


What we say has little power if it is | 
belied by what we are. 











for 1918. 
Over two million copies have been sold 
Ferty-Fourth Anazal Volume 
of this Great Commentary 


fe volume for 1918 is now 
ready, with many new and 
striking features made possible 
by the Improved Uniform 
, led Lessons. 
You will find in it a rare combi- 
nation of carefully culled facts, 
explanations, helpful comments 
and practical ions which 
will make the lesson a pleasure 
to teach and a delight and inspi- 
ration to the class. 
Price, $1.25; net delivered, $1.35 
Send for sample pages 
W. A. Wilde Company 
Rand-McNally Building - Chicago 
120 Boylston Street - + Boston 
For sale at all bookstores 

















But we.are not | 
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what we ought to be if we do not speak 
the truth we believe. 

We cannot find the way to other men’s 
hearts except by prayer, but from prayer 
we should arise and go to the door of 
the hearts for which we have prayed. 


Love is the one thing that will open 
these doors, but if it is true love, it will 
not stand mute in the doorway. It will 
be able to say, “Friend, this is the pur- 
pose for which I have come.” 


It may be that most of those to whom 
we.speak will not respond. If one does 
it will have been worth while. 


It may be that most of them will re- 
spond. 


New York City. 


Just Let Us Prove It! 


All but a few of the many thousands hard 
of hearing who have responded toour adver- 
tising have at the time expressed serious 
doubt that they would ever hear clearly 
again—but the result of a free trial of the 


ACOUSTICON ” has been that 325,000 


are now in the hands of delighted users. 
reason we are so persistent in 
tion that. you 


just |} 
and 
hearing 


sation 3 
repea e 8 
write ws aaying: *‘L am hard of 
will try the ACOUSTICON.” . We 
immediately ship you the new 


1918 Acousticon | 


FOR TEN DAYS’ FREE TRIAL | 
NO DEPOSIT—NO EXPENSE 
WARNING! trerrone thea not mene se 


de rot soma money ier any Wtrumam forthe bos 





ourself as to 
y asking for your free trie! 
to decide. Address 


General Acoustic Co.. 1362 Candler Bidg., New York 
Cansdian Address, 621 New Birks Bidg., Montreal 





Answer the farmer’s big questions: 

ow can I have a good garden with 
eas. expense ow can the wife 
a, of fresh etables for 


ome table with least labor ? 
IRON AGE ‘rapritSeeder 











On the BEACH and BOARDWALK F 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
Rest— Recreation—Recuperation 

Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- | 
like charm. American plan. Golf 
J and yacht privileges. Make res- 
ervations now. 








THE LEEDS COMPANY 
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At 86 years he will tell you— 


How I Use 
My Bible. Tools 


HIRTY years ago he faced the question, Should he 
preach to 500 people, or to 50,000? 


Ten years earlier the International Uniform Lessons had 
** burst like a flash of lightning across the continent. All the 
older schemes were dead.’’ 


During that ten years this minister and his wife had 
worked together on lessons, bringing out an annual volume 
intended to help the ordinary Sunday-school teacher. 


Now he believed God was calling him to give up his pas- 
toral work and devote himself entirely to his writing ministry. 
He did so,—and he played golf to keep himself in bodily 
health for his spiritual ministry, as carefully as if he were 
‘¢ training for a game between Harvard and Yale.’’ 


He has been working on the Uniform Lessons ever since ; 
and now, in his eighty-seventh year, that annual volume, with 
an issue of 6,000 the first year, had upwards ot 73,000 in 1917. 
More than two million volumes represents the total. 


Would you like to know what the religious life of his 
family has been, as to Bible study, and prayer, and the like? 


Would you like to know how he has gathered and used 
his lifetime material for these annual volumes? 


Would you like to look in on his Study, and his Library, 
and see just what is there? 


Would you like to know how he collects and arranges 
iMustrative material to make the lessons plain ? 


Would you like to know how his early dreams of becoming 
a foreign missionary have been realized—but in a very different 
and much larger way than he had planned ? 

He is only eighty-six years old now; and to-day, going 
right on with this wonderful work, he ‘‘ thanks God for the 
privilege of working longer for the Sunday-school.’’ 


Can you guess who he is? Look for next week’s issue of 
The Sunday School Times, a remarkable Bible Study Number, 
in which, over his own name, he takes you intimately into his 
confidence and tells the whole story. 


The President of the United States has convictions about 
the Bible. When he was Governor of New Jersey, Woodrow 
Wilson uttered some challenging, fearless words. They ought 
to be before the American public again, and they will be given 
as a notable feature of this Special Number. 


Do you know what the Four Keys to Bible Study are? A 
man whom God used as few others during the past generation 
knew how to use these keys ; his method will be described in 
the leading editorial. 


Discriminative editorial reviews of the best recent books 
for Bible study and of editions of the Bible itself will put you 
in touch with just the information the well-infgrmed Christian 
worker must have to be at one hundred percent efficiency to-day. 


Have you realized the tr2mendous possibilities of Bible 
Correspondence Course work for soldiers? ‘There will be a 
surprise for many in the facts brought out in next week’s issue. 


Of course you will be careful not only sof to miss this won- 
derful Bible Study Number of The Sunday School Times your- 
self, but you will also want certain friends of yours, who might 
never know of it unless you tell them, to share its blessings with 
you. Jf you will send us their names and addresses, and men- 
tion ‘* Bible Study Number,’ we shall gladly send them a spect- 
men copy, without tharge, of this Bribie Study Number. Could 
you render your friends and fellow-workers a bigger service than 
to send us their names ¢o-day ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, - . - - PHILADELPHIA 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


Is Extension Department a better name 
than Home Department? 
Sunt are beginning to use this new 
word, and are quite sure of its su- 
periority. They think it broader, less 
liable to be misunderstood, more digni- 
fied, more likely to lead to a kind of 
work which it is very desirable to have 
done in connection with the various 
classes of the main school. But it seems 
to this w-iter that we can in no way 
afford to give up the grand old word 
Home, under which so far we have won 
our victories and gained so command- 
ing a position. Mother, home, and 
heaven are said to be the three sweetest 
words in the language. Let us firmly 
hold on to the one which belongs to us, 
and which expresses better than any- 
thing else the special sphere of our 
activity, We believe more will be lost 
than gained by the change. 





Is the use of the Home Department Quar- 
terly essential to membership? 























N2 NOT sstrictly speaking. It is 
allowable to count as members those 
mothers at home who help their chil- 
dren regularly in the study of the 
graded series of text-books that are in- 
creasingly coming into vogue in the 
lower departments of the main school. 
They also may properly be counted who 
study the lesson from week to week in 
some religious paper. The particular 
method does not matter if only the work 
is done. Of course, a mere general 
reading of the Bible does not count for 
membership. There must be some con- 
nection with the Sunday-school lessons, 


sages selected or the course laid dow 
in the curriculum. If the lesson an 
its notes are read to some invalid, or 
companion, or some blind person, that 
may well serve to bring the two into 
| membership. 
| . 

What good does it do to keep members on 
who do not study their lessons? 

UST as much as it does to keep on 

scholars in the main school, or mem- 

bers in the church who are not faithful 
to their obligations. Love suffereth long 
and is kind in such cases, is not pro- 
voked, nor discourteous, but “beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things.” It has great patience and per- 
severance, being very reluctant to give 
up, knowing that there have been cases 
not a few where, after a long time, the 
good seed took root, If we can keep 
our connection with an individual, keep 
even a little hold upon him so as to 
make.a quarterly call and watch for an 
opening, we are in a position to take 
advantage of whatever providence may 
| be operating on him. The quickening 
from on high may come in such an hour 
as we think not, and then we shall be 
| glad that we did not abandon the case 
| prematurely. 

ve 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 








Will thank you to advise us of the best 
way to separate the different ages in the 
adult division. We have a Baraca and a 
Philathea class, and also a men’s class and 
a women’s class. 

We are badly in need of a Bible school 
library. Will appreciate your suggestions 

| as to the best books to procure.—F. H. M. 
| ECENT action of the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denomina- 
| tions and the International Sunday 
| School Association Executive Commit- 
tee has created a new department, called 
| the Young People’s Department, includ- 
‘ing the ages from eighteen to twenty- 


some systematic attention to the pas~— 





four. You do not state the ages of your 
Baraca and Philathea classes, but usu- 
ally many of the members are within 
this age. As twenty-four is the recog- 
nized completion of the period of later 
adolescence, it would seem to be at least 
a relatively accurate dividing point be- 
tween the young men and the young 
women’s classes and the men’s and 
women’s classes, It is not quite so easy 
to determine the next dividing point, but 
the men from twenty-five to fifty years 
of age have enough of common inter- 
est to make this a splendid grouping; 
likewise of the women. This opens the 
way for classes of: older men and older 
women. 

It is a bit difficult to make definite 
suggestions for building your Bible 
school library without a more intimate 
knowledge of your particular needs. We 
are just issuing in pamphlet form a list 
of books and leaflets to help superinten- 
dents to bring their Sunday-schools up 
to International standard and to make 
effective each requirement of the Stand- 
ard. Perhaps from this list you can se- 
lect those which you most need. Below 
we give the points of the Standard and 
some of the books recommended: 


Point 1. Cradle Roll and Home Department 


The Cradle Roll Department, Sudlow (Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia, 
35 cents). 

Denominational Cradle Roll Leaflets. 

International Cradle Roll Leaflets. 

The Home Department of To-day, Stebbins 
(The Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, 25 cents). 

For Home Department Workers, Fergusson 
(Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila- 
delphia, 10 cents). 

Denominational Home Department Leaflets. 

International. Home. Department Leaflets. 


Point II. Organized Class in Secondary and 
Adult Divisions 

The Secondary Division Organized for Ser- 
vice, Alexander (Fleming H: Revell Co., 
New York, s0 cents). 

The Boy and the Sunday School, Alexander 
(Association. Preee, New York, $1). 

The Girl in Her Teens, Slattery (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 
cents). 

Girlhood and Character, Moxcey (Abingdon 
Press, New York, $1.50). 

The Sunday School and the Teens, Alex- 
ander (Association Press, New York, $1). 
The Teens and the Rural Sunday School, 
Alexander (Association Press, New York, 

60 cents). 

Denominational Secondary Division Leaflets. 

International Secondary Division Leaflets. 

The Adult Bible Class, Pearce (Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, Philadelphia, 25 
cents). 

Adult Class Study, Wood (Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, 7§ cents). 

The Adult Worker and His Work, Barclay 
(Methodist Book Concern, New York, 75 
cents). 

The Teaching of Bible Classes, See (Associa- 
tion Press, New York, 75 cents). 

Adults in the Sunday School, Bovard (Ab- 
ingdon Press, New York, $1). 

Denominational Adult Leaflets. 

International Adult Leaflets. 


Point Ill. Teacher-Training Class 


Training of Sunday School Teachers and 
Officers, McElfresh (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, New York, 75 cents). 

Teaching and Teachers, Trumbull (Scribners, 
New York, $1.25). 

The Makifig of a Teacher, Brumbaugh (The 
Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1). 

Denominational Teacher-Training Leaflets. 

International Teacher-Training Leaflets. 


Point IV. Graded Organization and 
Instruction 


The Graded Sunday School in Principle and 
Practice, Meyer (Eaton and Mains, New 
York, 25 cents). 

The Church School, Athearn (Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, $r). - 

Efficiency in the Sunday School, Cope 
(George H. Doran Co., New York, $1). 

The Sunday School Organized for Service, 
Lawrance (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 50 cents). 

The Elementary Division Organized for 
Service, Bryner (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, so cents). 

The Secondary Division Organized for Ser- 
vice, Alexander (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, 50 cents). 

How to Run a Little Sunday School, Fergus- 
son (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 6 
cents net). 
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for the Sunday-School Worker 





The Introduction of Graded Lessons, General 
Manual, Meyer (Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, 50 cents). é 

The Introduction of Graded Lessons, Pri- 
mary Manual, Thomas (Methodist Book 
Concern, New York, 50 cents). 

The Intfoduction of Graded Lessons, Junior 
Manual, Josephine Baldwin (Methodist 
Book Concern, New York, 50 cents). 


Point V. Missionary Instruction and 
Offering 


Missionary Methods for Sunday School 
Workers, Trull (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, 50 cents). 

Graded Missionary Education in the Church 
School, Beard (Griffith and Rowland Press, 
Philadelphia, 75 cents). 


Missions in the Sunday School, Brown 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 50 
cents). 


Five Missionary Minutes, Trull (Missionary 
Education Movement, New York, 50 cents). 

Missionary Programs and Incidents, Trull 
(Missionary Education Movement, New 
York, 50 cents). 

The Sunday School Teacher and the Pro- 
gram of Jesus, Trull and Stow (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, 50 cents). 

Denominational Missionary Leaflets. 

International Missionary Leaflets. 

Missionary Education in the 
Division (International Leaflet). 


Point VI. Temperance Instruction 
International Temperance Leaflets. 
Temperance Education in the Elementary 

Division (International Leaflet). 

Alcohol and the Human Body, Horsley- 
Sturgis (The Macmillan Co., New York, 
40 cents). 

The Liquor Problem, Richardson (Methodist 
Book Concern, New York, 50 cents). 


Point VII. Definite Decision for Christ 
Urged 
The Spiritual Life’ of the Sunday School, 
Chapman (United Society of Christian En- 
deavor, Boston, 35 cents). t 
The Child as God’s Child, Rishell (Methodist 
Book. Concern, New. York, 75 cents). 

The Child for Christ, McKinney (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, 50 cents). f 
Educational Evangelism, McKinley (Pilgrim 

Press, Boston, 50 cents). 
Decision Day Leaflet (International). 


Point VIII. Workers’-Conferences. Regularly 
. .. . dHleld 

How to Conduct a Sunday School, Lawrance, 

Chapter IX (Fleming H. Revell’ Co., New 
York, $1.25). 

The Superintendéent’*and His Work, Brown, 
Chapter XI (Methodist Book Concern, New 
York, 75 cents). 


Point IX. 


Elementary 


Full. Denominational Require- 
ments 

Write to Denominational Headquarters for 
complete information. 

Point X. Full Sunday School Association 

Requirements 

Write to State or Provincial Headquarters 

for complete information. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


We have a teacher-training class at work 
and desire the examination questions for all 
parts of the book that we may use them in 
reviewing the lessons before taking the ex- 
aminations. This will help the students to 
get high marks. Kindly let me know what 
can be done in the matter. 

HE examination papers are never 

sent for the purpose of review. Most 
of the text-books have a list of ques- 
tions at the end of each lesson. These 
may be used in reviews and tests. It 
will be even better if you will prepare 
special questions to be used in tests. It 
is desirable that the teacher shall give 
the class frequent examinations to pre- 
pare them for the official examinations. 

The examination questions sent by 
the State Sunday-School Association or 
the Denominational Sunday-School 
Board should be untouched till the class 
has assembled for the regular examina- 
tion. The envelope containing the ex- 
amination sheets should be opened then 
and the papers handed to the students. 
The answers should be written in the 
presence of the class teacher. 





The | hear. 





papers should then be taken and placed 
in an envelope to be sent at once to the 
examiner, 

What would you do in the following sit- 
uation; we have a class which took Ad- 
vanced Course starting with the gold seal 
(Bible Study). These students were under 
the impression that the diploma would be 
awarded for this work. They have not taken 
the First Standard course, nor any other seal 
courses, but they have planned to hold the 
graduation exercises of the class in the near 
future. I wrete them that I would write to 
see what you would do in such a case. 
years sorry for the disappointment 

of the class, I would urge that the 
commencement be postponed. As the 
class has studied only the Bible lessons, 
there would be no certificates or diplo- 
mas to be conferred, From every point 
of view it would be unwise to hold a 
graduation for the covering of only one 
section of the course. 

Advise the class to finish the Ad- 
vanced course or to take up one of the 
shorter First Standard courses. If this 
latter plan is followed, the First 
Standard certificate or diploma could be 
received with the gold seal attached for 
the Bible work of the Advanced course, 
as your class is in a state that gives seal 
recognition for advanced work. 





Two of my students failed to pass the first 
examination; one received a mark of 52 per- 
cent, the other 60. If they do good work on 
the other sections and reach a general aver- 
age of 70 may they be excused from a re- 
examination on the first part? 

HE four subjects included in the 

course—the Bible, the Pupil, the 
Teacher, and the Sunday-school—are 
all so important that the passing grade 
should be required on each subject. I 
think this rule is followed by official 
examiners in all the states. 

Those who failed should be encour- 
aged to review the ‘subject’ and prepare 
to pass a satisfactory examination. To 
this end thé class teacher should give 
these students special attention. Per- 
haps you could meet with them for their 
instruction and inspiration. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Kentucky.—What would you do with a’ su- 
perintendent who objects to the training of 


ms 


teachers 7—E. G. 
ON’T. blame. the superintendent— 
pity him. Blame those who are re- 

sponsible for keeping him in that place. 


Indiana.—In what grades would you have 
memory work done, and what would you have 


the Juniors memorize ?—E. C 

N° DOUBT the Primary and Junior 
Departments are the best places for 

memory work, though the Intermediate 
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| of men, especially young men, and those | 


of young women are not always the | 
same, although in athletics there are 
many games that are played in common. 
There are hundreds Of instances where 
mixed classes have separated, and soon 
each part of the class was much larger 
than the whole class was before. In a 
good-sized school, however, it is quite 
proper to have at least one mixed class 
for those who desire to be together. 





Michigan.—Please inform me what the 
dutics are of the Missionary Superintendent 
in the Sunday-school?—B. D. M. 









te duties ‘of 4 missionary super- 
intendent in a Sunday-school are 
hinted at, at least, in the title of the 
office; he is superintendent of all the 
missionary. activities of the school. He 
should be continually on the lookout 
that the school gets the benefit of all 
missionary influences that can be brought 
to it. An occasional, missionary pro- 
gram for the school, adapted to the va- 
rious departments, can be worked out 
and presented; indeed, they are already 
worked out, and may be had in suitable 
form for use. Devoting a few minutes 
‘to missions, frequently, in the opening 
service, is a good thing by way of edu- 
cation. Every benevolence started by 
the school should be treated in this way, 
or some other way, so that the school 
is not in ignorance of the use that is 
made of its missionary offeringe. 
The book entitled “Five Missionary 
Minutes,” by George H. Trull (Mission- 
ary Education Movement, New York, 50 
cents), is admirably adapted to this 
purpose, as is also a little book entitled 
“Five Minute Talks on Mission Out- 
lines,” prepared by Mrs. Davis, and sold 
by the Hennepin County Sunday School 
Association, 858 Plymouth Building, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

It would be well for the superinten- 
dent to gather, also, a suitable library 
of missionary books adapted to the 
various departments of the Sunday- 
school. Many churches have a room set 
apart for this, purpose, known as “the 
Missionary Room.” It contains mis- 
sionary maps and charts’ and curios, all 
under the care of the missionary super- 
intendent, and brought out for use at 
proper times. This may be made one 
of the most interesting and valuable 
features of the Sunday-school work if 
you have the right person for mission- 
ary superintendent. There is a book 
entitled “Missionary Program Material,” 
by A. D. Ferris (Missionary Education 
Movement, “50 cents), that would be 
found exceedingly helpful. 





Illinois.—How often do you consider it nec- 
essary to have the whole school together in 
order to maintain a-healthy spirit?—M. E. M. 

ANY thoroughly graded Sunday- 

schools are together but once a 
quarter, and this is perhaps often 
enough. If the building ‘is at all adapted 
to the Graded work, the church audi- 
totium is the only place where they can 
come together. When they do come to- 
gether the sefvice should ‘be of such a 
character .as to: interest: all of the de- 
partments so far as possible and be 





Department is almost as. good. Those 
who are using the Graded Lessons will | 
find the memory work, so far as the 
Scripture is concerned, outlined for | 
them. The memory work should in- 
clude choice passages from the Bible and | 
choice hymns. 





Missouri.—We have a mixed class of young 


people. Shall we separate it into a young 
men’s class and a young women’s class? 
—J. O. 


T IS impossible to state whether this | 

would be wise without knowing more | 
of the conditions. There is no doubt | 
that a young men’s class or a young 
women’s class will grow faster and 
maintain a higher degree of interest 
under normal conditions than a mixed | 
class. There are reasons for this. | 
Classes usually develop around their | 
through-the-week activities rather than | 
around the teaching of the lesson on | 
Sunday. The Sunday gathering is a | 
rallying place for instruction and stimu- | 
lation. People are bound together by | 
what they do rather than by what they | 
The through-the-week activities | 


adapted to the creating of interest 
throughout the entire school. 





How do we know that the Bible is inspired ? 
— This question is answered on 
pages 1213 and 1353 of the 
Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Hel all the hard in the 
iba itiiet oy 


Bible on 
cur. Dr. Scofield’s helps are equal 
course. 


to a Bi 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 


Ask to see the Pocket. Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers, 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - <= ‘= + New York 

















In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the. advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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orbined! 





L_t 
= That Absorbine, Jr., would relieve Varicose 


Veins was disco an old gentleman 
= who had suffered with swollen veins for 
= nearly fifty years. He had made many un- 

e to get relief, and finally 
tried Absorbine, Jr., knowing its value in re- 
ducing swellings, aches, pains and soreness. 
kel eebel’s Jr. ne an, end oo w 
: ap) it regular! ly tor a few wee 
= told us that his legs were as smooth as when 

he was a boy, all the pain and soreness 
ad ceased. 
Thousands have since used this antiseptic 
liniment for this purpose with re- = 
markably good results. 

Absorbine, Jr., is made of oils and ex- 
tracts from pase bs, and ” . bed 
mr "potes; the blood circulation in’ eur. 

H rts is thereby 


ampere ’ oy UF, stimulated 


$1.25 a Bottle at Druggists 
or Postpaid 
A LIBERAL TRIAL BOTTLE will be — 
mailed to your address for 10 cents in = 
stamps. Booklet free, = 
; W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
291 Temple Street, Springfield, Mass. — 
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Expert stenographers make $25 or more a week 
Big Oppercenitios now, some with Uncle Sam, 
Send for free book, Learn how you can increase 
- your salary by studying the 

NEW WAY IN TYPEWRITING 
Based on Gyninastic Finger Training 
Brings speed of 50 to 100 words a min- 
ute, amazing accuracy, big salaries, 
Learn in spare time. Noiuterference 
with regular work. Course in. 
cludes secretarial training. 
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Write to-day. 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, January 19, 1918 








The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it gocs into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
A to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each, per year. 

$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


: One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

en answerin advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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This is to give fair notice ee of 
The Great 
February Furniture Sale 
at Wanamaker’s, 


Philadelphia 


which will start on Friday morning, February Ist, and will be preceded by four .pre-. | 
liminary Courtesy Days of Inspection—Monday, Tuesday, Wedaslee and Thursday, | 


January 28,29,30and31_ || | 


@ From modest beginnings and after much earnest work and study, Wanamaker Half- 
Yearly Furniture Sales have grown to be very great. By many they are regarded as the 
largest retail business events in the world. ; Sop 








@ Magnitude, however, has not been their purpose, but rather good service, and we are 
glad to think that they have grown large only because they served the people well. 


@ These are days when good service in any line of endeavor means a great deal, and 
so we have worked hard to make this coming sale an exceptionally good sale for people 
who would like to add in any measure, great or small, to the furnishing of their homes. 


@ In order to make these sales as good as they are admitted to be, we have had to 
keep the question of quality forever before our eyes. It will satisfy those who know 
most about our kind of furniture to be told that the quality of everything to be offered 
in this Sale is as good as we have ever offered, and in some respects better. 


Hs ; 
pe @ Several large new purchases have been secured for the event, and our entire regular 
P mat stocks go into it at special February reductions. 
ee ; , ; ; a 
a <2 \ @ Hundreds of people have found it worth while to travel hundreds of miles (some have 
h 6888 traveled a thousand) to buy furniture in these Half-Yearly Sales. | 
, oni ’ 


@ This time they are going to find it doubly worth while, because the very uncertainty 
of the outlook gives this coming Sale added Be for all homekeepers, : and near. 


JOHN WANAMAKER PHILADELPHIA 




















